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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 6:31 p.m. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Good evening, ladies and 3 

gentlemen.  This is a public hearing of the Zoning Commission of 4 

the District of Columbia for Thursday, December 13, 2001.  My 5 

name is Carol Mitten. 6 

  Joining me this evening are Vice Chairman, 7 

Anthony Hood and Commissioner Peter May.  We are expecting 8 

Commissioners John Parsons and James Hannaham shortly. 9 

  Notices of today's hearings were published in the 10 

D.C. Register, and copies were sent to property owners within 11 

two hundred feet on October 26, 2001.  12 

  This consolidated hearing will be conducted in 13 

accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR Section 3117.  Those 14 

provisions constitute the hearing procedures for the BZA, which 15 

govern campus plan special exception applications when heard by 16 

the Zoning Commission. 17 

  The subjects of this evening's hearing are Zoning 18 

Commission Case Numbers 01-23CP and 01-25CP.  They are the 19 

requests by the George Washington University for special 20 

exceptions for further processing, pursuant to an approved 21 

campus plan to authorize the enclosure of two terraces on the 22 

fourth floor of the Smith Hall of Art at 801 22nd Street, 23 

Northwest, and to authorize the construction and use of an 24 

addition to Funger Hall at 2201 G Street, Northwest, 25 
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respectively. 1 

  Copies of the hearing announcement are available 2 

to you and are located to my left near the door.  We will hear 3 

Case Numbers 01-23CP and 25CP concurrently. 4 

  The order of procedure will be as follows.  5 

Preliminary matters, followed by the applicant's case, report of 6 

the Office of Planning, reports of other government agencies, 7 

report of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A, parties and 8 

persons in support, parties and persons in opposition, followed 9 

by rebuttal by the applicant. 10 

  The following time constraints will be maintained 11 

in this hearing.  The applicant will have one hour.  Parties 12 

will have 15 minutes.  Organizations will have five minutes.  13 

Individuals will have three minutes.  The Commission intends to 14 

adhere to these time limits as strictly as possible in order to 15 

hear the case in a reasonable period of time.  The Commission 16 

reserves the right to change the time limits for presentations, 17 

if necessary, and notes that no time may be ceded. 18 

  All persons appearing before the Commission are 19 

to fill out two witness cards.  These cards are located on the 20 

table in front of us and on the table near the door.  Upon 21 

coming forward to speak to the Commission, please give both 22 

cards to the reporter sitting to my right. 23 

  The decision of the Commission in this case must 24 

be based exclusively on the public record.  To avoid any 25 
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appearance to the contrary, the Commission requests that persons 1 

present not engage the members of the Commission in conversation 2 

during a recess or at any other time.  The staff will be 3 

available throughout the hearing to discuss procedural 4 

questions. 5 

  Please turn off all beepers and cell phones at 6 

this time so as to not disrupt these proceedings. 7 

  At this time, the Commission will consider any 8 

preliminary matters.  Mr. Bastida, are there any preliminary 9 

matters? 10 

  MR. BASTIDA: Madame Chairman, the staff has no 11 

preliminary matters.  Thank you. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: What I'd like to do, first 13 

I'll note that Mr. Hannaham has joined us.  I would like to move 14 

that we incorporate the record of Case Number 01-20CP and 01-15 

21CP, which we heard last week in the interests of efficiency, 16 

because there were certain responses that I think would apply in 17 

this case as well, particularly to the ANC's concerns, and I 18 

don't think we need to rehash that ground. 19 

  So, if we incorporated the record of those two 20 

cases, we wouldn't have to plow that ground again tonight.  Is 21 

there a second? 22 

  COMMISSIONER HOOD: I'll second. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any discussion?  All those in 24 

favor, please say aye. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY: Aye. 1 

  COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Aye. 2 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Aye. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Aye.  Those opposed, please 4 

say no. 5 

  MR. BASTIDA: The staff will record the vote four 6 

to zero.  Ms. Mitten moving and Mr. Hood seconding, and Mr. May 7 

and Mr. Hannaham voting in the affirmative.  Mr. Parsons not 8 

present, not voting. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Now, we'll ask 10 

the applicant to come forward, and can I get an estimate of time 11 

from you, Ms. Giordano, about how long you think you need for 12 

your presentation, keeping in mind that we've read all the 13 

submissions with the exception of the things we've been handed 14 

this evening, and we do have a familiarity from last week with 15 

the campus plan, in general. 16 

  MS. GIORDANO: We think that 45 minutes would 17 

probably suffice for both cases. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Terrific. 19 

  MS. GIORDANO: Combined. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right, and we'd like you to 21 

just kind of roll through each- 22 

  MS. GIORDANO: Just go from one to the other. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right, and then we'll ask all 24 

of our questions at the conclusion of your presentation. 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 8 

  MS. GIORDANO: Good evening, Madame Chairperson.  1 

My name's Cynthia- 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I'm sorry, I forgot one last 3 

thing.  I need to swear the folks in.  I'd ask anyone who's 4 

planning on testifying this evening, please rise to take the 5 

oath. 6 

   (Whereupon, all witnesses intending 7 

to testify in this proceeding were 8 

duly sworn in.) 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I'm sorry, whenever you're 10 

ready. 11 

  MS. GIORDANO: Good evening, for the record, my 12 

name's Cynthia Giordano with Arnold and Porter law firm, 13 

representing the University.  Along with me is Charles Berber, 14 

with the University in-house counsel.  We are going to proceed 15 

immediately with our witnesses, if that's okay. 16 

  I just wanted to note that I've made a number of 17 

submissions.  I've submitted to Mr. Bastida the technical 18 

appendix that goes to the traffic study prepared by Gorove Slade 19 

Associates, and I've submitted an affidavit of maintenance of 20 

the posting and a document that responds in writing to the 21 

Condition 19 standards for further processing cases, and we'll 22 

also be speaking to those in the testimony. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 24 

  MS. GIORDANO: At this time, I would like to ask 25 
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Lilien Robinson to join us. 1 

  MS. ROBINSON: Thank you.  I'm Lilien Robinson.  2 

I'm on the faculty of the Department of Fine Arts and Art 3 

History, and I teach in art history.  My specialty area is 19th 4 

Century European Art, and I have two degrees from George 5 

Washington, one from Johns Hopkins. 6 

  I'm also a long-time resident of this - of the 7 

Washington area, and so I know the Foggy Bottom area from my own 8 

student days, up to the present time. 9 

  I also previously chaired the Art Department for 10 

a total of 20 years.  Our department is one of the oldest 11 

departments in the University.  It's one of the oldest to offer 12 

courses in art.  In fact, we go back to about 1859 as an area 13 

considering art as one of its important studies. 14 

  We have a faculty of 20 full-time people and 15 

about 20 part-time people, and we offer a very comprehensive 16 

program in the fine arts and in art history.  In fact, it is the 17 

most comprehensive program in the area.  So, we offer a BA, an 18 

MA, a BFA, and an MFA degree. 19 

  The courses that we're teaching currently are 20 

courses taught in the Smith Hall of Art, which was constructed 21 

in 1980, and it is a building dedicated to purely the study of 22 

arts.  The current space that we have needs to be modified, and 23 

what we're asking is for the modification of two terraces that 24 

they be enclosed from the north and south side of the fourth 25 
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floor. 1 

  One, and they're applied to two areas.  The first 2 

area is computer design.  So, one of these studios, laboratories 3 

will be for computer design, exclusively.  At the moment, what 4 

we have to do is to share one laboratory in the library, in the 5 

Gelman Library.  It is totally inadequate. 6 

  We need to have a state of the art computer 7 

laboratory to house these students.  They're serious in their 8 

programs.  We're training them for their future careers, and 9 

this is an essential addition for us.  It will certainly enhance 10 

our program and make us even further competitive. 11 

  The other terrace that needs to be enclosed is 12 

for the painting area.  Now here there is a different problem, 13 

whereas computer design meets truly 21st Century needs that are 14 

apparent to us, the painting area is one of our central areas, 15 

the traditional area of studio arts, and actually we teach eight 16 

areas of studio art. 17 

  The problem for us in the painting area is that 18 

students really cannot be crowded into the space that we 19 

currently have.  They use large canvases.  We do not have space 20 

for them.  This will allow them to complete their work.  It 21 

particularly affects graduate students who are in need of 22 

individual areas for painting.  We currently give them shared 23 

sort of cubby hole space.  So, this will certainly enhance the 24 

program for us, allow us to teach more effectively. 25 
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  I might also point out that these students have 1 

come to Washington and to the wonderful resources of the 2 

galleries, we need to balance this off with resources within our 3 

own department.  There are students who take advantage of the 4 

city.  There are students who are working outdoors.  They do a 5 

great deal of recording of the scenes in Foggy Bottom, and I 6 

might also point out that they have been very interactive with 7 

the citizens of Foggy Bottom. 8 

  We have alumni of the programs in our department. 9 

 We also have Foggy Bottom citizens who are auditing courses, 10 

coming to our exhibitions, which are routinely presented about 11 

twice a semester, and we have had a wonderful working 12 

relationship with that part of the community. 13 

  We believe we've been enhancing the neighborhood, 14 

the beauty of the neighborhood and also through the productivity 15 

of the students that we've made a contribution.  We'd like to 16 

sustain that contribution, and we believe that the additional 17 

space will certainly assist us in it.  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 19 

  MS. GIORDANO: Thank you very much.  We'll move - 20 

sorry, we'll move on to the architectural presentation.  David 21 

Bernhardt with Kvell Corcoran Associates will present the 22 

project. 23 

  In the meantime, I would ask that Mr. Bernhardt 24 

be qualified as an expert in architecture.  Have you testified 25 
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before the Zoning Commission before?  No.  Would you just 1 

briefly state what your qualifications are in architecture in 2 

D.C., your licensing, etcetera. 3 

  MR. BERNHARDT: Okay.  Hi, my name's Dave 4 

Bernhardt.  I'm a registered architect with the District of 5 

Columbia.  I have a bachelor's in scientific environment from 6 

the University of Pennsylvania and a masters in architecture 7 

from the University of Maryland.  I have been practicing for 8 

approximately 16 years now in the area.  I've been with Kvell 9 

Corcoran for 15 years, and- 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let me just - any objections 11 

to qualifying Mr. Bernhardt as an expert in architecture?  12 

That's fine, thank you. 13 

  MR. BERNHARDT: Thank you.  The site of the 14 

building- 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Bernhardt, let me just 16 

interrupt you for a second.  I'd just like the record to reflect 17 

that Mr. Parsons has joined us.  Please proceed. 18 

  MR. BERNHARDT: Thank you.  Here are some views 19 

down the street from 22nd Street going south indicating the 20 

surroundings of the project.  A lot of tall buildings as is the 21 

main academic building, which is attached to the Smith Hall of 22 

Art. 23 

  Across the street is the University parking 24 

garage, and we have some University Hospital - here's our site, 25 
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some tall buildings here and here, and a lower building on the 1 

corner. 2 

  Here's some smaller boards, which I may want to 3 

pass around to reflect the design of the building.  This is a 4 

highly articulated building with a number of terraces on the 5 

north and south sides.  They are staggered from low to high, and 6 

the board that I presented now shows a before and after 7 

rendering from the exterior of the project. 8 

  The north side existing terrace will be enclosed 9 

with a two-story art studio.  There will be an outdoor terrace 10 

on the upper level, which is accessible by a bridge from the 11 

interior side of the existing space.  The existing terraces, 12 

numerous existing terraces will remain as you see on the boards 13 

that are being passed around. 14 

  On the south terrace here, one bay will be taken 15 

over as the computer graphic studio.  One thing that we didn't 16 

mention before is that the project has been funded by a donor, 17 

and so we've prepared some interior renderings which I believe 18 

we hadn't shown you before for the funding process, but we have 19 

this objective of making a high base space where the large 20 

canvases will be able to be used, and you'll be able to still 21 

paint outside, as they do now with the exterior terrace. 22 

  Well, I don't think I have to bother you with the 23 

other two boards.  You have them in your previous presentation 24 

and the architectural elevations and plans, but I believe that 25 
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presents the concept of the project. 1 

  Let me talk about what we're really - the overall 2 

approach that we're trying to do with the addition in 3 

relationship to the existing building.  We want the additions to 4 

appear as an integral part of the building.  We are matching the 5 

brick.  We are matching the glass, the colors of the glass, the 6 

colors of the storefronts glazed framing system. 7 

  We are matching the existing railing, which is 8 

not your average railing, but something that was a design 9 

feature in the original building, and you know, we've gone back, 10 

we've researched the original brick supplier and so forth, and 11 

we're really going to make every effort to make this appear as 12 

an integral part of the building. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 14 

  MR. BERNHARDT: I'm sorry, I think there's one 15 

thing I need to add, and that is that we've reviewed the 16 

building and the addition in relationship to the adjacent 17 

buildings, and we feel there's no adverse impact on any of the 18 

University or non-University buildings.  Thank you. 19 

  Yes, as I indicated, and as you see from the 20 

boards coming around, there are numerous terraces which will 21 

remain on the building and are not being enclosed and provide 22 

ample outdoor space for a number of the other subdepartments in 23 

art and remain as outdoor spaces. 24 

  MS. GIORDANO: That concludes our presentation on 25 
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the Arts Department expansion. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Very good, and we'll hold all 2 

our questions til the end. 3 

  MS. GIORDANO: All right, and we would like for 4 

Dean Phillips to join us. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, whenever you're ready. 6 

  DEAN PHILLIPS: Thank you very much.  I very much 7 

appreciate the opportunity to appear before you this evening.  8 

My name is Susan Phillips, and I'm the Dean of the School of 9 

Business and Public Management and also professor of finance, 10 

and I'd also like to introduce Cliff Kendall, who is Chair of 11 

the campaign, fund-raising campaign for this building, and he 12 

also serves on our board of advisers and is a graduate of the 13 

George Washington University. 14 

  I joined GW in 1998, so this is my fourth year at 15 

GW.  Previous to coming to GW, I was a member of the Federal 16 

Reserve Board here in Washington, so I have also been a resident 17 

of the Washington area for quite a while.  Before that, I was 18 

finance vice president and professor of finance at the 19 

University of Iowa. 20 

  Well, the School of Business and Public 21 

Management actually was founded in 1928 on the principle that 22 

government and business should become partners in promoting 23 

national prosperity and international development. 24 

  Our mission is to create an environment that 25 
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promotes management, education and fosters an entrepreneurial 1 

spirit.  The school moved into its primary building, the Hall of 2 

Government, in 1938, and that building is located on the corner 3 

of 21st and G.  4 

  The fact of the matter is that management 5 

education has changed significantly since our building was built 6 

in the 1930's.  We find ourselves in a very competitive 7 

environment.  There are more than 30 institutions in the 8 

Washington area that offer business programs.  For example, the 9 

University of Maryland, actually, offers an MBA program out of 10 

the Reagan Center and Johns Hopkins offers an MBA program at 11 

Dupont Circle. 12 

  Our school, I think, is a very active participant 13 

in the life of the District of Columbia.  Our center for 14 

excellence in municipal management is a leadership training 15 

program for D.C. managers and public school administrators.  16 

More than 250 D.C. employees have graduated now from the SIM 17 

program.  Mayor Williams and other D.C. government officials 18 

have attributed part of the city's revitalization to the success 19 

of this program. 20 

  Other city institutions have partnered with us in 21 

this endeavor, including Fannie Mae, KPMG, Giant Food, Howard 22 

and Southeastern Universities, and then this past June, we 23 

launched a similar program for the Metropolitan Council of 24 

Governments. 25 
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  Our students are actively involved in the 1 

community.  Teams of MBA students are consulting business owners 2 

throughout the city including, for example, the George Avenue 3 

Business Resource Center. We're partners in the greater 4 

Washington Board of Trade in its community business partnership, 5 

which helps small businesses improve their practices and 6 

operations. 7 

  Other students in our small businesses and 8 

entrepreneurship program have helped more than 1800 business 9 

owners in the economic development zones of Shaw, Adams Morgan 10 

and Mount Pleasant. 11 

  Personally, I must say that I've also enjoyed 12 

becoming active in the economic development of the city.  I'm a 13 

board member of the D.C. Technology Council, and I also serve on 14 

two advisory boards to the city.  One to Natwar Ghandi, the CFO 15 

for the city, and also one that is chaired by Malou Caralan, 16 

having to do with the administration of the certified public 17 

manager program. 18 

  Many of our students are from this region. They 19 

stay in Washington or they work in other communities in the 20 

region.  We count among our alumni, for example, Secretary of 21 

State, Colin Powell, who earned his graduate management degree 22 

at GW in 1971.  Ray Oglethorpe, who is president of America 23 

Online, earned his degree at GW in 1969. 24 

  Today, our faculty and staff are spread among six 25 
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buildings.  During our last accreditation for the business 1 

school in 1998 and `99, we were advised that our school would 2 

need new facilities.  In 2004, the school will need to provide 3 

an update on our progress to AACSB International, which is the 4 

body that accredits business schools. 5 

  Management education has changed dramatically 6 

over the years.  It's much more interactive, much more 7 

practical, much more team oriented.  Experiential learning has 8 

become really quite essential. 9 

  Our students apply what they learn in the 10 

classroom to real world projects for real world clients.  We've 11 

learned that prospective students and employers simply expect 12 

technological and practical experience. 13 

  This addition and renovation of Funger Hall will 14 

provide our school with upgraded classroom space, office space 15 

that we desperately need.  Currently, the students really have 16 

to meet in the hallways to do their team projects, because space 17 

is so limited. 18 

  The new space will include new classrooms, team 19 

rooms, computer laboratories, and it will bring all of the 20 

school's units under one roof and provide better opportunities 21 

for students and faculty to work together and collaborate on 22 

various projects and learning exercises. 23 

  We began the fund-raising for this project in 24 

1999.  The University has challenged the school to raise $15 25 
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million of the anticipated $45 to $50 million cost of the 1 

project.  So far, we've raised more than $8.6 million from 2 

faculty staff, alumni, and even students - some students and 3 

certainly business and community members.  KPMG is a major 4 

partner in this enterprise, for example, and they've contributed 5 

$2 million. 6 

  So, in conclusion, we're very hopeful that you'll 7 

find it in your hearts to approve this building, and I think it 8 

will not only benefit the school and the students, but also will 9 

be a very strong support to the business community of the 10 

District of Columbia, and perhaps you'd like to say a couple 11 

words, Mr. Kendall. 12 

  MR. KENDALL: I'm Cliff Kendall.  I might just 13 

start out by saying I'm a Washingtonian and went to Emory and 14 

Elliott and graduated from Eastern High School and then 15 

Maryland, and my graduate degree is from GW.  As Susan 16 

mentioned, I am on the board and have been on the advisory board 17 

of the business school for a good many years. 18 

  I might also point out that about 30 years ago, I 19 

founded a company with four people in the computer business.  It 20 

grew to 4,000, and we merged, but it wasn't a merger of equals, 21 

they were more equal, so I'm out of work now, but - and I'm 22 

working for GW, but it was a long history, but during that 23 

period, one of the things I did, I was chairman of the greater 24 

Washington Board of Trade and have been active in the community 25 
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foundation in the Washington, D.C. area.  So this is my home, 1 

and GW is real dear to me. 2 

  I might say I was a student at GW in the 1950's 3 

and one of the problems we have today is - we had then was we 4 

had to go to different classrooms in the buildings, and it 5 

wasn't conducive to good learning. 6 

  That hasn't changed a bit in the last 40 years, 7 

and probably more important, education today requires a 8 

technology and the buildings that we're in are not technically 9 

competitive.  They don't provide the opportunities for real 10 

training that business students need today.  So, this school is 11 

really needed. 12 

  I think one of the other things is - Susan 13 

touched on is that the faculty is spread throughout the 14 

buildings.  They're not close to the students, and this will 15 

bring the students and the faculty together, which we think is 16 

very important from the business world as well as from the 17 

academic world to provide good education. 18 

  We're not competitive as a business school, and I 19 

believe until we get a competitive business, we won't be, and of 20 

course, we think that'll give us an opportunity to move to some 21 

level of greatness here with a good building, we're going to be 22 

able to attract even better faculty, and we have good faculty 23 

and even better students, and I might point out that the 24 

objective is not to grow the number of students, it's to 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 21 

increase the quality of them. 1 

  This building, in my estimation, is a win/win.  2 

First of all, it is going to be good for the business school.  3 

Second, it'll be good for the University, but probably most 4 

important, it's going to be good for the city. 5 

  We are an integral part of the activities, the 6 

business activities of the city, and we attract students from 7 

throughout the world to our university, so this is one of those 8 

win/win/win situations. 9 

  It will make the University more competitive, it 10 

will make our city more competitive, and last but not least, you 11 

talk about the $15 million that we have to raise, we're getting 12 

very close to $9 million, but we think we're going to be there 13 

in the very near future.  Things are looking up for us, so I 14 

won't go into any more detail, but I do want you to know that 15 

this is a citizen of Washington and an alumnus of GW, who thinks 16 

this is a very important project. 17 

  MS. GIORDANO: Thank you, Mr. Kendall, and thank 18 

you, Dean Phillips.  We have prepared some packets for each of 19 

you, just with some additional description of the school and 20 

some of our programs in the Center for Excellence and Municipal 21 

Management.  We'll leave those for you. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 23 

  MS. GIORDANO: We will move onto the architectural 24 

presentation.  Maynard Ball with Smith Group.  In the meantime, 25 
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we'd like to ask that the Commission qualify Mr. Ball. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: If I could just ask you for 2 

the future to submit their resumes in advance, and then it would 3 

just move things along a little more quickly. 4 

  MS. GIORDANO: Okay, all right. 5 

  MR. BALL: Hello.  My name is Maynard Ball.  I'm a 6 

Vice President with The Smith Group here in Washington, D.C.  7 

Our office is located in International Square not far from here. 8 

 My background is an architect with a Master's from Yale 9 

University.  I moved to Washington in 1985.  I joined Keyes 10 

Condon and Florance at that time.  That firm has since merged 11 

with The Smith Group and our formal name now here in Washington 12 

is The Smith Group, D.C. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So you've been a practicing 14 

architect for how long? 15 

  MR. BALL: For about 18 years, 15 of which was 16 

here in the city. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right.  Any questions, 18 

any concerns about designating Mr. Ball as an expert in 19 

architecture? 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: I have no questions at this 21 

time, but what you said before about having resumes in advance, 22 

I think we're - it would help us a great deal to have it on 23 

paper. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We don't want it to appear 25 
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that we take this lightly.  Without objection, Mr. Ball is 1 

designated as an expert in architecture, and please proceed. 2 

  MR. BALL: Thank you.  This is a project, as has 3 

been described, is a new home for the School of Business and 4 

Public Management.  It will occupy a fairly prominent site on 5 

the campus that has been designated for academic use.  It sits 6 

at one end of what is the cross campus walk, which you see 7 

there, highlighted in the red line, on the other side of the 8 

campus from the law school.  So it is the other professional 9 

school, which is acting as an anchor for the downtown campus 10 

here at George Washington. 11 

  This building will be an addition to Funger Hall, 12 

which is shown in the orange there.  The actual addition is 13 

about 150,000 square feet.  It's located on the board as a red 14 

rectangle. 15 

  It fronts on 22nd Street between G and H, and so 16 

what is there now today is an existing on-grade parking lot to 17 

be replaced by a six-story building to house the entirety of the 18 

School of Business and Public Management.  They will use part of 19 

Funger Hall as part of their facilities. 20 

  This is a closeup view of the site plan, which 21 

shows the new addition next to Funger Hall in gray there.  This 22 

building will be the same height as  Funger Hall, 90 feet.  It 23 

is viewed as an addition.  It does front on 22nd Street, which 24 

will be the main entrance to the facility, with the existing 25 
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parking that is below grade under Funger Hall today, still 1 

accessed from H Street. 2 

  This building will have approximately two levels 3 

of parking, structured parking below it.  Six levels above 4 

grade, approximately 22,000 square feet each.  The first three 5 

floors will be classroom facilities.  The top three floors will 6 

be office facilities, and they will connect into Funger Hall via 7 

 a bridge. 8 

  This building - there are two areas that does not 9 

comply with the zoning code, and one is that it has its own 10 

penthouse.  They are not connected to the original Funger 11 

penthouse, because we felt that that would be a very massive 12 

structure on top of these two buildings. 13 

  The other area is that it is set back less than 14 

the typical one-to-one setback that is required.  However, where 15 

that occurs at that corner of the penthouse is approximately 16 16 

to 18 feet from the front leading edge of Funger Hall and the 17 

general building penthouse is set back almost 40 feet from the 18 

original - from the street edge. 19 

  We feel like this building not only is compatible 20 

with the existing structure of Funger Hall, but is in scale and 21 

material compatible with other buildings on the campus and in 22 

the immediate vicinity of the Smith Center, Gelman Library and 23 

other buildings similar to it. 24 

  The view that you're looking at in the 25 
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perspective is taken from 22nd Street.  We see the building 1 

being anchored at that corner, that leading corner with the 2 

glass tower.  This is really intended to be sort of an icon, and 3 

it looks into the main social spinners of the space, the lounges 4 

for these student activities. 5 

  The main entrance is directly across, as I said, 6 

from the cross campus walk.  The building will be precast 7 

concrete to match or be similar in color and texture to Tompkins 8 

Hall which actually fronts on 23rd Street and houses the 9 

Engineering School and is compatible with the original Funger 10 

Hall, as well as Gelman, which is directly - or catacorner 11 

across the street from this building. 12 

  There is some extensive site work that is 13 

envisioned as part of this plan.  Along the sidewalk, we 14 

envision a fairly dramatic entrance with stairs and plantings to 15 

bring you up to the front door.  There will be a large canopy 16 

and doorway there, which is really sympathetic to the scale and 17 

the institutional quality of this professional school, and this 18 

is, as Dean Phillips said, a very exciting time for the business 19 

school, which is not only raising the money for this building, 20 

but will now have a new home, which will consolidate all the 21 

various parts of the business program, which are spread out 22 

across the campus of GW into this one facility. 23 

  Loading and parking will come off of H Street as 24 

it does today.  We're not envisioning any change there.  25 
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Construction will probably be maintained along 22nd Street along 1 

the sidewalk, and that will be the main access point for the 2 

construction of this building.  Questions? 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We're going to do the 4 

questions when you wrap. 5 

  MS. GIORDANO: Our next witness is Nicole White 6 

from Gorove Slade Associates.  I have a resume for Ms. White, 7 

but she has also been accepted as an expert by the Commission 8 

previously. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And I think - have we all 10 

been here - yes, so we're all very familiar with Ms. White. 11 

  MS. WHITE: Good evening, my name is Nicole White, 12 

I'm a senior associate with Gorove Slade Associates.  I have a 13 

very brief presentation this evening about the School of 14 

Business. 15 

  I thought I'd set off with two general points, 16 

though, just to remind you and some of you, I think, are newer, 17 

and I haven't seen you before, so just to remind you, GW is an 18 

urban campus, but it happens to have 23rd, 22nd, and 21st, some 19 

major arterials that run through the campus, and these urban 20 

arterials carry a significant amount of traffic, and so at 21 

times, these roads appear to be congested, but a very small 22 

percentage of that traffic on these roads is GW related.  The 23 

vast majority is commuter traffic. 24 

  So, I just wanted to make that point, and second, 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 27 

I thought I'd just remind everyone what level of service is.  I 1 

know you hear the terminology a lot, level of service A through 2 

F, and you associate it with the grades that you might receive 3 

in school, which is exactly what you should do, but in school, 4 

if you get a D, that's a bad thing.  Here, D is fine, it's 5 

acceptable, and in fact, in downtown, DPW actually accepts an F 6 

in some locations, because they recognize it is a downtown 7 

setting. 8 

  So, you get a level of service grading, and it's 9 

based on the average delay that motorists experience when 10 

they're traveling on the roads.  So, if they experience like a 11 

ten-second delay, then it's a level of service A, and as you 12 

increase in delay, then that's how the level of service 13 

decreases, so just a little background, and now on to the School 14 

of Business. 15 

  This project will not result in an increase in 16 

traffic at all.  So, it's basically keeping the same number of 17 

spaces, and Mr. Wills will testify about losing the valet 18 

spaces, so there's actually a net reduction of parking at this 19 

location.  So, there's no increase in traffic. 20 

  The only change with traffic has to do with 21 

eliminating that driveway on 22nd Street.  So, motorists who 22 

came in and left through 22nd Street today, now they'll all have 23 

to leave out of H Street, which is an existing driveway. 24 

  So, the only change in traffic has to do with 25 
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changing some of the motorists' travel patterns from 22nd Street 1 

to H Street.  So, the boards we have up here today show - the 2 

first letter you see shows the level of service under existing 3 

conditions at each of the intersections, and the second letter 4 

you'll see shows it under future conditions, and it's in real 5 

small print, but the one to your left is AM, and this  is PM, 6 

and you'll see in every case in the study area, all of the 7 

intersections have the same level of service for AM - I mean, 8 

for existing as they do for future, except the only change is 9 

for the H Street driveway, under PM. 10 

  That's this board here, you see the H Street 11 

driveway has a D in existing, and it goes to an E.  So, what 12 

happens here is there is like a ten-second increase in delay for 13 

GW faculty and staff who are trying to leave.  There is no 14 

change in delay for motorists actually on H Street.  The impact 15 

is only felt by GW motorists. 16 

  So, with that in mind, knowing that there is no 17 

change in level of service at any other intersections on only 18 

that small increase in delay at that driveway, I conclude that 19 

this project would have no adverse impact. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 21 

  MR. BERBER: Let me introduce the next speaker as 22 

Byron Wills.  He's with the University, University Director of 23 

Parking Operations.  Byron? 24 

  MR. WILLS: Yes, good day, ladies and gentlemen.  25 
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I'd like to address parking in two aspects.  The first one has 1 

to do with our parking inventory minimum, and the second is 2 

exactly when we take these garages or the lot and the garage 3 

away, exactly where these folks will be parking, and the first 4 

phase I'd like to pass out, a parking plan that we developed. 5 

  We recognize that the number of parking spaces 6 

that will be affected under this construction is going to 7 

actually impact is a little more than the project that we 8 

justify on last week, so we have put together a parking plan, so 9 

to speak, that will actually address certain areas to show you 10 

how we will maintain the number of parking spaces. 11 

  Let me - if you can turn to the second and third 12 

pages, that's actually the information.  The first one shows you 13 

your total number of parking spaces, inventory as we have it 14 

today. 15 

  Page 2 is on-campus parking space inventory, you 16 

have a list in there of all the spaces per lots, and then there 17 

is a total of 3,049 spaces that we attest to last week, also. 18 

  On the right section, you see some negatives.  19 

Those are the spaces that we will lose, as a result of this 20 

construction, to include the construction of which we testify on 21 

last week.  So, there is a total loss of 315 spaces during 22 

construction. 23 

  Compare that to your inventory, you now have a 24 

shortfall from your 2800 number of only 66 spaces.  The next 25 
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page will actually - which is the one with the colors, will 1 

actually show you a chart by quarters, on which we will - the 2 

different inventory numbers in which we'll meet.  The first, if 3 

you'll look below, you'll see the on-campus number, and we have 4 

inserted there a number that is off-campus parking, of which I'd 5 

like to speak to. 6 

  GW intends to meet our inventory, the 66 7 

shortfall by appealing to this board to recognize the on-campus 8 

parking right now, and it's ability to meet the on-campus needs. 9 

 We have three facilities, one which is called the City Hall 10 

Garages, Old Saint James Hotel, which has 90 spaces. 11 

  On Square 122, we have the Elliott School lot, 12 

which is 200 spaces, and on that same square, we have what is 13 

called the Naylor building which actually 63 spaces.  It's a 14 

garage that opens onto 20th Street. 15 

  These spaces actually meet our on-campus demand. 16 

 The individuals who work within campus pay have the same amount 17 

to park in these spaces, and currently we intend to maximize 18 

these spaces during construction to actually meet demand for 19 

parking.  We will meet that minimum if these spaces are 20 

considered. 21 

  I go on to speak on the other parking spaces that 22 

we use to supplement Kennedy Center.  You've heard about it 23 

before.  It's an arrangement we have, it's a contract where they 24 

provide us 150 spaces.  We have used it in prior construction 25 
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projects, and we will continue to use it.  It is not an 1 

emergency parking space, it's actually a parking option for us. 2 

 It's a cheaper parking option, and we encourage students, staff 3 

and faculty, and we will continue to do so. 4 

  We also have the old Howard Johnson, you may know 5 

it as, which we call the HOVA facility, which is a dormitory 6 

with 123 spaces under that - in that garage.  That is also 7 

viable off-campus facility.  That is a lower cost parking option 8 

for students or staff or faculty, and we use it to a degree. 9 

  Now, if I can speak on the - you're going to lose 10 

315 spaces.  Where are we going to put these people?  Two of 11 

those garages, which is the Elliott School garage is targeted to 12 

be back or to be in commission next August.  That's- 13 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Commissioner Mitten, I object- 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Wait a second, why don't you 15 

just get up here on the mike, and then we can make sure it's on 16 

the record. 17 

  MS. ELLIOTT: All right.  I'm Elizabeth Elliott, 18 

Chair of ANC 2A, and I object to references to the Elliott 19 

School.  It is pending in front of this Commission, and it has 20 

not been decided.  It is the AGCPUD project, and I object to 21 

that being referenced within this hearing. 22 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.  I think we will - we 23 

understand that it's pending, and that there's no guarantee that 24 

there will be any ability on the part of the University to count 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 32 

those spaces, but I think, given that they own the property and 1 

that the parking is there, and I don't think there's going to be 2 

any dispute about the fact that the parking spaces will be able 3 

to be utilized, I'd like to at least let Mr. Wills testify, and 4 

we note your concern that there is no approval of the PUD 5 

modification by this Commission. 6 

  MS. ELLIOTT: The parking spaces are under 7 

construction, and the building's under construction. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, and we'll take note of 9 

that as well. 10 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Thank you. 11 

  MR. WILLS: In that light, that is the reason we 12 

regarded in this discussion as an off-campus parking area, as 13 

opposed to including other on-campus, but to carry on, the 14 

Naylor garage, which is on that same very block, we have a 15 

vacancy factor there that would also provide as many as 50 16 

spaces for this. 17 

  It's important to understand that that facility 18 

is used right now for a lot of the contractors to that building. 19 

 So, once that building becomes - is completed, those spaces 20 

will be available for use as part of this transition. 21 

  Also, the City Hall garage, as I alluded to, as 22 

the Saint James Hotel garage is 90 spaces.  It's an empty 23 

garage, and we will save those spaces for this.  So, those 24 

spaces that I have just mentioned is more than adequate to meet 25 
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the demand or the transition from these facilities to the other. 1 

  The reason why I keep saying these facilities is 2 

because it's - for me, it's a garage and a lot, so if I - and 3 

it's the same Square 56 that you're referring to. 4 

  One other point is that in the last presentation 5 

we did with construction, we also used valet parking in some of 6 

our facilities to save the Marvin Center facility, and that 7 

practice - we have scaled back on that practice. 8 

  In that garage, we're able to secure an 9 

additional 130 spaces, 235 spaces for this.  When we go to 10 

construction, this option will be adopted.  We feel very 11 

comfortable with our parking plan, and we have met the numbers 12 

before, and we know we can meet the demand and supply once 13 

again. 14 

  MR. BERBER: I'd like to just add to that a bit.  15 

To clarify, what Byron's talking about is an interim situation 16 

that during construction, we have this shortfall.  When the 17 

Funger Hall addition is completed, it will have parking spaces 18 

that will bring our on-campus parking well above the minimum, so 19 

we're talking about an interim situation. 20 

  During this interim situation, we'd be looking to 21 

certain off-campus facilities.  It is not necessary that this 22 

board consider Elliott School for that purpose.  We have 23 

sufficient other off-campus parking to meet the minimum during 24 

this interim construction period. 25 
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  Finally, this is a situation that was - that the 1 

Board of Zoning Adjustment approved previously.  About two years 2 

back, we had several buildings under construction at the same 3 

time, the hospital, the health and wellness center, and media of 4 

public affairs, and during that construction period, again, 5 

because they were being built on surface parking lots, and that 6 

they had parking that was going to be available at the end of 7 

construction, during that interim construction period, the Board 8 

of Zoning Adjustment specifically permitted for a period of time 9 

the use of the 150 spaces at the Kennedy Center. 10 

  We understand that the requirement of 2800 spaces 11 

is an on-campus minimum, so what we're addressing is an interim 12 

situation during construction and after construction, we would 13 

then resume our commitment to that 2800 on campus. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Anything else? 15 

  MS. GIORDANO:  No, and I think we've got a minute 16 

to spare. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, very good, now we'll 18 

see if there's any questions.  Any questions from the 19 

Commission?  Any questions? 20 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madame Chair, I have a 21 

question I guess to start for Mr. Berber, and I probably 22 

should've asked this two or three weeks ago, and I know there 23 

are some issues that are pending in court. 24 

  Under our procedures, we cannot do further 25 
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process unless we have an approved campus plan, and the way I 1 

look at it, the campus plan is still in limbo.  Can you expand 2 

on that for me? 3 

  MR. BERBER: Yes.  The Board of Zone Adjustment 4 

issued an order approving the campus plan 2000 for a period 5 

going to 2008 on March 29th of this year.  The university did 6 

file a lawsuit challenging portions of that order. 7 

  The Federal District Court issued a preliminary 8 

injunction on one condition of that order, Condition 9, and so 9 

Condition 9 of that order is enjoined for the period of one 10 

year.  The remainder of that order, the other 19 conditions are 11 

in full force and effect, and the other thing that has happened 12 

is since that order, the Board of Zoning Adjustment has 13 

reconsidered Condition 9 on remand and has just approved a new 14 

condition to replace that and the final order is due out in the 15 

next week. 16 

  So, the short answer to your question is the 17 

March 29, 2001 order approving the campus plan with conditions 18 

is in effect, except for Condition 9, which was temporarily 19 

enjoined. 20 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So, you have a campus plan 21 

in place, except for one condition? 22 

  MR. BERBER: That's right, and we are complying 23 

with the other conditions, and I provided a chart at the last 24 

hearing showing the status of our compliance with those 25 
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conditions. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.  While you have Ms. 2 

White and Mr. Wills at the table, Ms. White, I appreciate that 3 

education on the level of service.  I guess that's what LOS - 4 

could you tell me what LOSD is? 5 

  MS. WHITE: What the actual numeric delay is? 6 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I just have written out 7 

here LOSD.  I don't know if you mentioned a sort either in the 8 

traffic report, but I really don't see it on the board, with the 9 

exception of off H Street. 10 

  MS. WHITE: Yes, that is the only intersection 11 

that would approach movement that it would have a level of 12 

service D.  The rest of them are B's and C's and A's. 13 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: You referenced that with 14 

grades in school, so I had one or two D's myself- 15 

  (Laughter.) 16 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: She said it was okay. 17 

  MS. WHITE: I said a D in this school is fine. 18 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: It wasn't in my house. 19 

  (Laughter.) 20 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I'm just trying to 21 

understand that. 22 

  MS. WHITE: Yes, basically every jurisdiction that 23 

I work with, not just D.C., but suburban districts, Maryland, 24 

Virginia, everybody accepts the level of service D as the 25 
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minimum threshold level of service. 1 

  Now, in a downtown situation, they're more 2 

accepting of lower levels of service, because they understand 3 

it's downtown, it's an urban situation, and so they would accept 4 

an E and an F.  In some cases, I can't speak on every case, but- 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So, again, a D is not so 6 

good, E is almost like having an F.  I'm trying to understand 7 

this level of service D. 8 

  MS. WHITE: Okay, let me read to you the textbook 9 

definition for a signalized intersection - well, let me actually 10 

read an unsignalized because this is an unsignalized situation. 11 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Is it in this - if you can 12 

tell me where- 13 

  MS. WHITE: It's in the technical appendix, and it 14 

has - it describes the operations with an average total delay in 15 

the range of 25.1 seconds to 35 seconds per vehicle. 16 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I need some layman 17 

answers.  D - I'm just trying to understand what D - A is 18 

excellent- 19 

  MS. WHITE: An A is excellent.  You would hardly 20 

see, you know, anyone in the car, you're free to do whatever you 21 

want it is that you want, you can maneuver back and forth, you 22 

know, in between lanes.  B, there's a little more traffic still, 23 

things are flowing smoothly all the way down to D.  D, you're 24 

still able to flow, traffic is able to move the way it would 25 
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like to.  However, you do notice some level of congestion. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: And that's what you're 2 

telling us here from the board I see in front of me, we have 3 

some flexibility with A, you have some good traffic movement, B, 4 

it flows- 5 

  MS. WHITE: B, C and D are fine as well. 6 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I would just say this, 7 

though, Ms. White.  I would expect - and knowing that area, I 8 

would expect to see, I believe, more D's and E's on that board. 9 

 Everybody in this city says stay away from that area. 10 

  MS. WHITE: Right, I think, but you have to 11 

understand the definition again.  It's the average delay 12 

experienced by all motorists at that intersection, and as long 13 

as you're able to flow through on 23rd, then you're not 14 

experiencing that delay. 15 

  The vast majority of people, some 1500 vehicles 16 

going down on 23rd Street, they're not stopping, you know, 17 

they're able to get through the traffic signal - now, I was out 18 

there last night, I just wanted to check things out before I 19 

came here, and traffic was bad, and that's because of the 20 

construction at 23rd and Virginia, and they have a lane closed 21 

out. 22 

  So, things weren't moving like they normally do, 23 

and I've been on these GW cases for the past five years, and I 24 

watched traffic when the hospital project was being heard, and 25 
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also the health and wellness center, and so I observed 23rd 1 

Street during that time, when all lanes were functional, and I 2 

would say, yes, it does operate at a level of service C. 3 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So would you say in your 4 

testimony that the traffic patterns in that area pertaining to 5 

this site do not cause any adverse impacts as far as traffic is 6 

concerned in that area? 7 

  MS. WHITE: I want to make sure I understand your 8 

question.  Can you say that again? 9 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So, is it your testimony 10 

that the traffic patterns in that area pertaining to this site 11 

will not adversely affect that area? 12 

  MS. WHITE: No, see - just to put things in 13 

context, this site might generate 40 peak hour trips, 40, and 14 

then on 23rd Street, you might have something like 1500 15 

vehicles.  So, 40 out of 1500, that's a very, very small 16 

percentage, so it's really hard to say that this project will, 17 

you know, cause any adverse impact, and then second of all, I 18 

was saying that there's no net increase in traffic because of 19 

the change.  It's only a slight change in traffic pattern at 20 

like the 22nd and H Street intersection and also the H Street 21 

driveway. 22 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, okay. 23 

  MS. WHITE: So, the D on this intersection just 24 

means motorists have a little while longer to wait before 25 
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they're able to get out onto H Street. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, thank you. 2 

  MS. WHITE: You're welcome. 3 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Mr. Ball, I have been 4 

looking for a projection when I was reading the case, and I 5 

didn't see anything that - you had a rendering that was showing 6 

I think the 22nd Street view, and while you're looking for that, 7 

do we have anything that shows - do you have one showing the 8 

addition?  Do you have anything showing something without the 9 

addition? 10 

  MR. BALL: No. 11 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: That's what I - I wanted 12 

to put the two together.  That's what I was kind of looking for, 13 

and I don't know if we have anything in what was submitted, 14 

because I would like us to have something to reference it to, 15 

because I don't, and I need something that'll show me, and 16 

that's with the addition.  I need something to show me how that 17 

looks from that same projection, that same view, without the 18 

addition. 19 

  MR. BALL: We certainly could provide that.  We 20 

don't have it with us tonight. 21 

  MR. BERBER: Let me just add.  What's there now is 22 

a vacant parking lot, and so to get a rough idea, you put your 23 

hand over that building there because there's no - there's an 24 

empty space there now. 25 
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All there is structure wise, is a wall that contains the parking 1 

- the surface parking lot behind Funger Hall. 2 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Could you help me - could 3 

you do that for me at the bottom- 4 

  MR. BERBER: Yes. 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: -and then maybe we might 6 

not need it, but I still think I need that. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Here, this is working again, 8 

if you- 9 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: If you could just hold 10 

that, I can ask Mr. - okay, that's good, I have no further 11 

questions.  Thank you, I may have some later, but I still would 12 

like to get that, if we could.  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Please go ahead, Mr. May. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.  I'll start with 15 

architectural questions on the - for Mr. Ball.  There seems to 16 

be a difference in what I saw for the roof plan that shows the 17 

penthouse and the setback on the penthouse between - I think 18 

what we saw before here and what we received in our packages. 19 

  There was some setback shown in this package at 20 

that one corner - yes, okay, the drawing I have here shows that 21 

the penthouse is actually notched a bit at that juncture.  Can 22 

you tell me what the true condition is? 23 

  MR. BALL: We have a garage exhaust that's coming 24 

up along that end of the penthouse structure from the existing 25 
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garage structure and Funger Hall and the new building.  Those 1 

two garages will be connected below grade, and the shaft for 2 

that, the relief air for it will come out of the roof of that 3 

building.  So, we took the notch out and expanded that penthouse 4 

structure slightly. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.  Was there any effort to 6 

design this building with a penthouse that would comply with the 7 

setback requirement, because I mean, we're getting a really, 8 

really good view of that penthouse from here, and the setback 9 

requirement is designed to avoid that. 10 

  MR. BALL: Just to answer that, we did look at two 11 

strategies that would make this comply.  One was to actually add 12 

some bit of roof area in the notch between these two buildings, 13 

which would allow it to meet its requirement, but because this 14 

is a link between the two buildings, between the existing Funger 15 

Hall and the new addition to it, we felt that that was 16 

superfluous to the design, and actually in some sense, was a 17 

detriment to the design in that we were putting a roof over an 18 

area of the site where we didn't really need.  So, that was the 19 

only strategy we took to pull that back. 20 

  Now, that is the end of the building that 21 

actually has the elevator core coming up in it, which is why 22 

that structure is there.  So, other than adding a small piece of 23 

roof in that notch area, that's the only way that we could make 24 

it comply. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY: So, you didn't look at any 1 

schemes that had the core in a different location? 2 

  MR. BALL: No. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. 4 

  MR. BALL:  We did at the beginning of the 5 

project, but this is the best scheme in terms of how the 6 

building actually would lay out. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I think I would - I'm a 8 

little uncertain in cases of further processing and how special 9 

exceptions of this sort fit in to the process, and so- 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, I think what we could 11 

ask for is a little bit more discussion, and not necessarily 12 

right now, but an additional submission that could explain the 13 

necessity of the core being located where it is, and why that's 14 

programmatically  necessary, and how that leads to the condition 15 

where there's not sufficient room for the setback that's 16 

required.  I think we need to get more on the record about that, 17 

if you could make an additional submission. 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, I think that would be 19 

helpful, because that's the sort of information that we're 20 

accustomed to seeing, I think, when at least the BZA considers 21 

special exceptions of this sort. 22 

  The next architectural question I have is - well, 23 

there are kind of two parts to it.  I`ll start with the obvious 24 

one, and that is the - just tonight we received the document 25 
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that explains how Condition 19 has been met in every area, and 1 

in the architectural presentation, I didn't really get how 19A 2 

is addressed, which is how the building fits with the 3 

neighboring buildings in size bulk, etcetera, etcetera and 4 

connections.  So, if you could touch on that. 5 

  MR. BALL: In this overall site plan, the light 6 

gray area are buildings that are actually owned by the 7 

University.  The dark gray are buildings that are outside of the 8 

ownership of the University. 9 

  This building not only meets the heights 10 

requirement and is compatible with Funger Hall, which is 11 

actually the main building of it, but it is also compatible with 12 

the height and size of Madison Hall which is the residential 13 

building on the corner of the site on this block, as well as 14 

Gelman Library, which is directly across the street. 15 

  In terms of both material and size and I think 16 

that the terms are height, bulk and design.  So, we took great 17 

care, looking at all of the buildings on the campus of GW to 18 

make sure that this building actually did fit in and was 19 

architecturally compatible with the other ones. 20 

  In terms of other buildings that are nearby, the 21 

church that's directly across the street from 23rd, those are 22 

older, historic building.  As this facility comes online at the 23 

campus, it is very much in scale and character with the rest of 24 

the University buildings and does meet the requirements, bulk, 25 
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height, etcetera, setback requirements, save for that one 1 

exception, the penthouse. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, the one rendering that we 3 

have here addresses some of the context, and we can see Madison 4 

Hall, we can also the Careat across the street, which obviously 5 

doesn't quite fit with the rest of the context, and I don't 6 

believe the rest of the block is like that, but I guess where 7 

I'm left wanting on this is understanding what's across the 8 

street in all the different directions, what the rest of the 9 

street scape is, what people will experience going up 22nd 10 

Street, you know, H Street, etcetera, and seeing this in a 11 

broader context, the - you know, I believe you when you say that 12 

it fits in terms of the height and bulk, you know, knowing a bit 13 

about the campus, but it's just not apparent from the 14 

documentation we have, and it is helpful, you know, a picture's 15 

worth a thousand words and all of that.  So, we can all save 16 

some time if we can some of that, I'm sure you've studied it 17 

because that's what architects do, I know.  The- 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is it possible to get an 19 

additional submission?  Thank you. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: I appreciate that, thank you.  21 

The other side of this has to do with - I'm not sure exactly 22 

what was intended by the ordinance, but I'll read it my way, 23 

which is including location of any means of approach and egress, 24 

and you cited specifically the cross campus walk, which crosses 25 
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- well, it's across 22nd Street from the building and our main 1 

entrance to the building is on 22nd Street, so we know the main 2 

point of ingress and egress from the building. 3 

  The connection to the campus across the street is 4 

also very obvious.  Is there a crosswalk now or is that planned 5 

for that location, and then, if it is planned, has there been 6 

any kind of traffic analysis of that, because I didn't see 7 

evidence of that in the traffic setting, so this part one, 8 

architecture, part two is traffic study. 9 

  MR. BALL: Well, right now, we are not planning to 10 

put a crosswalk directly through that area where the red line 11 

is, and it's probably something that could be studied, and I 12 

don't think it's been looked at in conjunction with the traffic 13 

patterns, but- 14 

  MS. WHITE: I'm sorry, I was in the back, can you 15 

ask the question again? 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Has there been any 17 

consideration of the cross campus walk as - I may have mangled 18 

the term - with the connection or the entrance to the building, 19 

is suggested that students will be walking out of the building 20 

straight across the street.  That obviously has an impact on 21 

traffic. 22 

  MS. WHITE: Yes, I think that is important, and 23 

when we worked with The Smith Group in doing the campus plan, 24 

they considered all types of pedestrian flow with the primary 25 
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pedestrian movements would be on campus, and one of the things 1 

we identified was the need for some mid-block crossing.  So, we 2 

have met with DPW about that. 3 

  I think more than anything, it's a costing issue, 4 

and at some point, the University plans to look at that in 5 

greater detail, but that is something that we have looked at and 6 

the University recognizes.  Did I answer your question?  You're 7 

looking like a little puzzled. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: No, you answered it.  I mean, 9 

it hasn't really - I guess what I'm getting at, and this really 10 

goes to the University and their attitude toward this crossing 11 

is that you're placing this building with - you know, centering 12 

it on 22nd Street, you are creating a very inviting entry, an 13 

exciting entry, I think somebody described it that way or tried 14 

to make it very interesting, and you know, you're leading 15 

students across the campus right toward that door and then 16 

saying, no, you've got to go to the corner to cross, and you 17 

know they're not going to do it. 18 

  MS. WHITE: Yes, I'm going to be honest.  We did 19 

notice a lot of mid-block crossings, and that's why we initially 20 

decided to handle this.  Traffic does travel at slower speeds on 21 

H Street because of this.  There is the - I don't know the name 22 

of the park that's right on H Street in that vicinity, I think 23 

that's it, but along the H Street corridor, there is the need 24 

for this mid-block crossing.  I don't know - Charles you can 25 
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maybe tell more where the University is. 1 

  MR. BERBER: Yes, we've looked at this as a campus 2 

plan issue about using various means to facilitate mid-block 3 

crossings around the campus.  I think your point is at this 4 

particular location, given the design of this building, there is 5 

a need to further develop that, and what I can say is that the 6 

University can work with DPW to provide an acceptable mid-block 7 

crossing at that location, given this design. 8 

  We've had some preliminary discussions with DPW 9 

on this issue, and I think we need to take that a step further 10 

and actually commit to having some type of mid-block crossing at 11 

this location, and we could do that consistent with DPW's 12 

approval. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, I would think that somehow 14 

there has to be an accommodation of a mid-block crossing, if 15 

that is possible and is within - and is in compliance with the 16 

campus plan, I assume, but I'm going to read it more thoroughly 17 

in that regard. 18 

  Either that or the building is wrong.  The 19 

building is wrong for the site, because putting that door there 20 

and not pushing it toward one of the corners is kind of - I 21 

mean, the approach is just going to - it's not just a cost issue 22 

or traffic issue, it's a safety issue. 23 

  MR. BERBER: Yes, it is. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other- 25 
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  MR. BALL: If I could make one - just one comment. 1 

 I don't want you to get too convinced by our own diagram.  This 2 

is a campus where people are coming from all directions and up 3 

and down the sidewalks, and it's not as if they are coming 4 

through the campus walk, but that is a system that does exist 5 

and certainly one that we want to acknowledge in the planning of 6 

this building. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, I recognize it's not - 8 

that's not where everybody's coming from.  I do have one small 9 

question about the addition of Smith Hall, and this is kind of - 10 

it's actually not an architectural question, it's more of an 11 

operational question.  Maybe the University can answer this. 12 

  Art schools are kind of messy by nature, and 13 

there's some evidence of that in the photographs that we have 14 

here where the terraces seem to be used for temporary storage of 15 

stuff, it's kind of hard to tell exactly what it is, but it may 16 

well be in support of that, and I'm just wondering whether the 17 

building itself has sufficient storage areas and, you know, 18 

ability to handle the materials of art because they are messy 19 

and potentially hazardous and everything else. 20 

  MS. ROBINSON: I think it does.  There are storage 21 

areas for each one of the fine arts disciplines, and there are 22 

eight of them.  In terms of the computer lab, I can't think of 23 

any issues there.  They're there. 24 

  In terms of the painting studio, the easels would 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 50 

stay there and a model stand, and then everything else is pretty 1 

movable.  So, I don't think there is an issue. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I've seen art schools 3 

with yards outside that have lots of stuff that gets collected 4 

there.  What is the stuff that's on the terraces? 5 

  MS. ROBINSON: You're probably - I see what you're 6 

saying.  You're looking at the ceramics terrace, and so on a 7 

good day, the students will be out there, and they will be 8 

working, or they'll get a critique out there.  So, I think 9 

that's probably what you're saying- 10 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: So, that's a working  classroom 11 

space, in essence? 12 

  MS. ROBINSON: It's not a working classroom as 13 

such, but an individual student might have their work there, 14 

they might be doing something there, but the working lab is 15 

really inside for ceramics.  That's really the only one of the 16 

disciplines that tends to be using a terrace in that manner. 17 

  Students might go outside, for example, and 18 

sketch sitting on the terraces, which we hope to encourage- 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Absolutely. 20 

  MS. ROBINSON: -so you know, it is an art 21 

building. 22 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Right, that's why I focused on 23 

the facilities and whether there's sufficient backup- 24 

  MS. ROBINSON: There is sufficient backup.  I 25 
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might also point out that we have had a recent refurbishing of 1 

the interior, and surprisingly, it's an extraordinarily neat and 2 

beautiful interior and being kept that way, even with exhibition 3 

spaces.  So, this - I don't think it should make a problem for 4 

us. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I hope for the sake of 6 

the neighborhood, the exterior is kept the same way, because at 7 

least from the aerial view, it doesn't look so great, but maybe 8 

it's better from the street. 9 

  MS. ROBINSON: Well, we've never had any 10 

complaints.  In fact, what we have had are compliments from the 11 

neighbors about the wonderful work that students are doing, and 12 

you know, we've had a cooperative situation there. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you very much. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I just wanted to ask a few 15 

points of clarification.  In some of the submissions, for 16 

instance, in the October 9th submission, as it relates to Funger 17 

Hall, there was mention made of in addition to the addition of 18 

an additional floor for Funger Hall and total increase in gross 19 

floor area of 270,000 square feet. 20 

  MS. GIORDANO: Right, that was an error, and we 21 

pointed that out very starkly to the ANC before we went before 22 

them, so that wasn't a point of confusion, and I think we 23 

corrected the error in the pre-hearing submission. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, and then for the 25 
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enclosures for Smith Hall, the September 17th submission said 1 

that the increase in gross floor area is 1,791, and then there's 2 

another submission that says 1,626 square feet.  Can you tell me 3 

which is the- 4 

  MS. GIORDANO: Yes, I'm going to have the 5 

architect speak to that. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.  You need to get on the 7 

record. 8 

  MR. BERNHARDT: Yes, it's the - 1791 is the 9 

correct figure. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.  I think we're going to 11 

need to get - I'm sorry to jump back and forth, but I just 12 

wanted to clarify those numbers.  The Funger Hall, we're going 13 

to need an accurate A107, which is the penthouse floor plan, and 14 

I wanted to ask a question about it that I was hoping could be 15 

remedied on the supplemental submission. 16 

  I see on the floor plan that we have, that the 17 

emergency generator and the chiller are shown outside the 18 

penthouse, and I'd like perhaps the architect to speak to 19 

whether that's still intended, and if so, why. 20 

  MR. BERNHARDT: The emergency generator is 21 

actually a fairly low structure, and we thought with more than a 22 

two to one setback, it's location would not be seen from the 23 

street or any of the surrounding buildings. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Why can't you put it in the 25 
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penthouse? 1 

  MR. BERNHARDT: The penthouse structure is, for 2 

the most part, full of mechanical equipment to support this new 3 

building.  It's not to say that we couldn't engineer such that 4 

we could bring it inside, but I think that our feeling was that 5 

it was low enough in terms of its relationship and setback from 6 

the parapet that you would never see it from the street. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And the same reason for the 8 

chiller being outside? 9 

  MR. BERNHARDT: The chiller's actually within the 10 

enclosure, I believe, of the penthouse structure, but we don't 11 

have a roof on it. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: It doesn't look that way on 13 

A107. 14 

  MR. BERNHARDT: There is a 24-hour chiller 15 

outside, looking at the backside of the penthouse structure to 16 

the interior of the block. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes. 18 

  MR. BERNHARDT: And that is a larger structure 19 

that's higher than the emergency generator.  Again, because this 20 

building fronts on 22nd Street, it is not visible from the 23rd 21 

Street side.  We thought that that was a location that actually 22 

was hidden from public view. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I'm going to ask you to make 24 

an additional submission, and I'm going to ask someone to turn 25 
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off their cell phone - should still turn off her cell phone - 1 

about the necessity for having these two pieces of equipment 2 

outside as opposed to perhaps expanding the penthouse because 3 

it's not the kind of thing we want to encourage, and also to 4 

give us some kind of depiction about what these things are going 5 

to look like, because all I see - you know, it's two 6 

dimensional, as I'm looking at it on A107, and I think I need a 7 

little bit more to have a full appreciation for what it is. 8 

  MR. BERNHARDT: Okay, we will submit that. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, and then, as it 10 

relates - as we heard the discussion about the temporary 11 

contemplated decrease in the parking below the required minimum 12 

on campus, having participated in the discussion at least as it 13 

relates to the Kennedy Center garage, one of the concerns and 14 

one of the reasons why it was taken out of the count was because 15 

there was poor utilization. 16 

  So, is it possible to have some kind of temporary 17 

transportation management plan that you could submit to us that 18 

would show how you intend to, in fact, get the folks who are 19 

going to be displaced into these facilities, given that we have 20 

some experience with the Kennedy Center that shows that folks 21 

don't really like to go that far away.  Can you give us 22 

something more on that? 23 

  MR. WILLS: Yes, the last time we went, we 24 

actually promoted the Kennedy Center, what we did was to suspend 25 
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the issuance of occasional parking for staff and faculty - not 1 

faculty, more or less staff on campus.  What this was is that 2 

for staff members, Kennedy Center during that period of 3 

construction was the only occasional parking option you had 4 

until you could apply for contract parking on campus- 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You're going to have to tell 6 

me what you mean when you say occasional parking- 7 

  MR. WILLS: Occasional is your daily parkers, the 8 

ones - your staff member who may be new or just choose to park 9 

on a daily basis.  What that did, that forced a lot of the new 10 

occasional parkers into the Kennedy Center. 11 

  We were averaging between 70 and 80 per day, and 12 

you are correct, our number is correct, now it's probably 13 

between 20 and 30 on an average day, and if it comes to that, 14 

whereby we find ourselves needing to go into suspending the 15 

issuance of daily parking stickers, we will then do that to 16 

encourage the use of - or to actually lean parking towards the 17 

Kennedy Center. 18 

  MR. BERBER: If I could, the last time there was 19 

only one option for the temporary shortage, we look only to the 20 

Kennedy Center.  We're in a different situation now.  In fact, 21 

we could meet our shortage without considering Elliott School, 22 

without considering the Kennedy Center, and with Naylor and City 23 

Hall, I think we should show you where those are, relative to 24 

the campus plan and give you those numbers.  So, if I could do 25 
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that. 1 

  Naylor is located right here, right outside the 2 

campus plan boundary, but it's this building here, and there's 3 

63 spaces there.  This is City Hall, where we have a 15-year 4 

lease, and there are 90 spaces there.  So, 90 spaces here, 63 5 

spaces here, would more than make up for the shortfall. 6 

  We would still be using Kennedy Center for 7 

overflow, but it's not the only place we'd be looking for to 8 

make up for the shortfall of 66 spaces. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So, these folks that are 10 

going to be displaced and then encouraged to go to Naylor or 11 

City Hall are monthly folks? 12 

  MR. BERBER: That's correct, we only have monthly 13 

parkers in the Square 56 right now. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And these are folks as we 15 

learned last week, you tell them where to park, is that correct? 16 

  MR. BERBER: Yes, you actually - when a space 17 

opens up, you tell them where to park, and then they go on a 18 

transfer list for where they would like to park, and that's a 19 

longer process. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, okay, thank you.  21 

Any other- 22 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Can I follow up on this one 23 

question?  I was a little confused by the suggestion that with 24 

the Marvin Center, you can get additional valet parking.  Is 25 
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that already reflected in the totals that we have? 1 

  MR. WILLS: That's correct.  We just made that 2 

reference because with - speaking of spaces on campus over the 3 

last year, we have not found it necessary to go into the staff 4 

parking.  It creates 135 spaces.  During construction, we intend 5 

to use those spaces, yes. 6 

  MR. BERBER: But they are included in the parking 7 

count to answer your question. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes.  Are there other options 9 

to do more valet parking to be able to address the 66-car 10 

shortage or space shortage, whatever? 11 

  MR. WILLS: Well, at this point, yes, we can do 12 

that, it's a little more costly by installing booths, so we take 13 

care of the welfare of the attendants, but the Marvin Center 14 

garage right now, and we have an Academic Center garage, which 15 

is in use for valet or staff parking option. 16 

  However, we feel that the amount of spaces that 17 

we have in the two that Charles just mentioned and with our 18 

other options that we probably won't need to go to anywhere else 19 

but the Marvin Center garage. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I guess we'll discuss the 21 

matter of parking at the decision meeting, but there is a 22 

reason, I believe, why the 2800 space minimum was set within the 23 

campus plan, and if it is possible to meet that 2800 within the 24 

campus, the boundaries of the campus, I would've thought the 25 
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first thing to look to or ways that it can be done with those 1 

spaces rather than looking to off campus, because there are 2 

other complications with - I assume with off campus. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other questions from the 4 

Commission?  Ms. Elliott?  Any cross-examination?  Come on 5 

forward.  You need to turn on the mike. 6 

  MS. ELLIOTT: I just had one question.  In the 7 

views that you've requested of Mr. Ball on Funger Hall, could we 8 

have a view, a perspective from the 23rd Street side? 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You're looking for, let's 10 

see, like the context plan? 11 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Yes, the context, just to get an 12 

idea of what that's going to look like from behind, because we 13 

see it just from the 22nd Street. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, so we'll have one from 15 

22nd and G or we'll one from various sides, I guess, because the 16 

context - we're going to need to get the full context.  So, 17 

it'll all be covered. 18 

  MS. ELLIOTT:  And on the same project, all the 19 

landscaping and the sidewalk area, that's all public space, 20 

correct?  Okay, thank you.  I had one other question - just a 21 

quick question on the Kvell Corcoran Art School.  It looks like 22 

we're losing one of the balconies in that, is that so? 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Bernhardt's going to come 24 

up and answer that. 25 
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  MR. BERNHARDT: There are currently two terraces, 1 

which are going to be enclosed, one on the north side, it's one 2 

bay, one structural bay, and then one on the south side.  Does 3 

that answer it? 4 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Well, it looks here that one of them 5 

is going to be a smaller terrace on the next floor up, and then 6 

on the back side of that, it's going to be eliminated - there 7 

doesn't seem to be any railing on that.  So, will that be 8 

eliminated? 9 

  MR. BERNHARDT: That is correct.  That's just 10 

going to be a roof. 11 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Okay, thank you. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Now, before we 13 

move to the report by the Office of Planning, we need to decide 14 

whether we will waive our rules and accept their late filing. 15 

  Any objection to accepting - to waiving our rules 16 

and accepting the Office of Planning report?  No objection, and 17 

Mr. Fondersmith, we've read your reports, and they're very 18 

thorough, and I would ask you just to summarize briefly. 19 

  MR. FONDERSMITH: Thank you very much, Madame 20 

Chair.  We'll start with the Smith Center.  This we see as a 21 

small change, a fairly simple matter with almost no impacts.  22 

You can never say there's no impacts at all, but certainly very 23 

small impacts. 24 

  You've gotten the information on the space 25 
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enclosed.  We went and looked at the space with the University, 1 

and when you're there, you certainly kind of understand the need 2 

for some larger spaces for larger canvases. 3 

  The University has said that they will be able or 4 

think they will be able to essentially match the brick and match 5 

the other things, so that you would not have a sense of add-ons 6 

if that comes out right, these would look like parts of the 7 

building. 8 

  They obviously - you can tell looking at your 9 

photographs, there is some change, but chances are after it's 10 

done, you - the average person certainly looking up there is not 11 

going to be aware that there is a change there in the building. 12 

  We don't believe that these cause any objection 13 

to the surrounding properties, which of course, right around it 14 

is almost all University property.  We've gone through the 15 

various requirements here, but just to summarize, we recommend 16 

approval of these enclosures. 17 

  Funger Hall, of course, is a larger, very 18 

significant new building.  The addition is almost as large as 19 

the original Funger Hall.  We felt that the University and their 20 

architects had done a good job in trying to match Funger Hall, 21 

but at the same time, add new features.  If you know Funger 22 

Hall, it's - you know, it's from the period it was built, and 23 

it's- 24 

  (Laughter.) 25 
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  It's a kind of new, what some people call the new 1 

brutalism, and you know, that's a serious architectural term- 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Oh, really? 3 

  MR. FONDERSMITH: It is, and we've got a number of 4 

examples in town, so it's probably a good example of that. 5 

  The addition carries some materials through, but 6 

adds features such as this what they call a lantern at the 7 

corner, the glass there to kind of give an effect the entrance 8 

into the building and then this kind of tower feature.  So, the 9 

building is more articulated. 10 

  We - and of course, they've noted the attempt to 11 

symbolically line the entrance up as close as possible, and the 12 

new entrance is supposed to be, I understand from the 13 

University, kind of announcing the building and so on to line 14 

that building up - that entrance up as close as possible to that 15 

cross campus walk and tying back in to the mid-campus quad. 16 

  We did have some concerns with the treatment of 17 

the street scape and arcade which was shown in the design, and 18 

the University has indicated to us that they've looked at that 19 

and making some revisions. 20 

  Because George Washington University is an urban 21 

campus and a lot of the open space, and certainly in this case, 22 

it's all public space, so the street scape are almost all public 23 

space.  The street scape becomes very important, and one of the 24 

things that the BZA has done is asked them to update, refine the 25 
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overall street scape plan. 1 

  We think in doing that both with this building, 2 

and we said the same things with the dorms last week, they need 3 

to make sure that that street scape and the individual building 4 

planning designs all work together. 5 

  Those were the - we did recommend that the 6 

variations in the - at the top of the building, that those 7 

features which you've discussed here, the penthouses be 8 

approved, and I think you've asked for more detail on those to 9 

look at that in more detail, and again, as we said, we were 10 

concerned with the street scape and the steps there along 22nd 11 

Street. 12 

  Finally, in concluding, we did not condition 13 

approval or suggest conditioning approval of this building tied 14 

in with a residential feature on the square, which was something 15 

that the ANC suggested, and you'll hear from them, but we did 16 

want to make the point, as we do at the end, that with these 17 

four cases, however decided, and the campus plan and the other - 18 

the PUD, however that is decided, these kind of set a new 19 

framework, of course, for George Washington University, and we 20 

do think the point that the community is concerned with and 21 

we're concerned with is then where do we go from here, and it 22 

will be very important as future further processing cases come 23 

in to have a clear understanding of where the residential 24 

development is going to go in the next stages and where the 25 
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academic buildings are going to go, and I think that's an 1 

important point for the Commission to - we think that's an 2 

important point for the Commission to keep in mind.  Obviously, 3 

it's further down the road. 4 

  So, in conclusion, we recommend - the Office of 5 

Planning recommends approval of the Funger Hall addition. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Fondersmith.  7 

Ms. McCarthy? 8 

  MS. MCCARTHY: I just wanted to add, in fact, that 9 

although we weren't asking for the Commission to condition it, 10 

partly we were at the disadvantage when we were writing the 11 

report of not having had yesterday's or Tuesday's proceedings in 12 

terms of finalizing the campus plan order, but it does seem 13 

clear that based on the order, it is necessary for GW to do a 14 

new, not only the street scape plan that Mr. Fondersmith had 15 

mentioned, but also a plan for how it will comply with the 16 

specific housing targets which the Commission has established, 17 

and so we think it would be useful for the Board to note in its 18 

order that it would not wish to consider future, especially non-19 

academic - I mean, not academic, non-residential projects 20 

without seeing a plan in place, so that it can determine whether 21 

approving a new academic project on a particular site then 22 

usurps a space which would have otherwise been essential for 23 

meeting the residential target. 24 

  So, I think if the Board could note that in its - 25 
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if the Commission could note that in its order, it would be 1 

useful, I think, for making everything very clear how we're 2 

going to proceed. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right, and I think, you know, 4 

something that was touched on earlier, which is until the final 5 

order on the campus plan is written, especially as it relates to 6 

Condition 9, the University doesn't really know what its target 7 

is, so you know, I think that's all - will be woven together. 8 

  MS. MCCARTHY: Right, and it was very - I mean, we 9 

certainly wanted to give the ANC great weight.  We just were in 10 

the awkward position that until that happens, it's hard to 11 

specifically condition a report on that. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, thank you, and I think 13 

your point about the street scape plan is a good one, and in one 14 

of the responses to the Condition 19 compliance, the University 15 

has said what their time line is for submitting the street scape 16 

plan to the Advisory Committee and moving forward on that, so I 17 

think we would want to have the flexibility that you suggested 18 

to accommodate whatever changes there might be. 19 

  Any questions from the Commission for the Office 20 

of Planning?  Ms. Elliott?  Oh, I'm sorry, let me ask the 21 

applicant first.  Sorry.  Ms. Elliott?  You need to come forward 22 

and be on the mike. 23 

  MS. ELLIOTT: I just want again mention the issue 24 

of the AGCPUD, which is pending and should not be in this 25 
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report, I'm saying to the Office of Planning- 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So, you're noting an 2 

objection to- 3 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Yes, I'm objecting to the Elliott 4 

School being included in this report.  Thank you. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, thanks.  Is there 6 

anyone here from any other government agencies, I don't see 7 

anyone from the Division of Transportation - do you happen to 8 

know, Ms. McCarthy or Mr. Fondersmith, are we expecting any kind 9 

of report.  I know you made referrals to them, but we haven't 10 

gotten anything.  Can you turn on your microphone? 11 

  MR. FONDERSMITH: Yes, I'm sorry.  I understand 12 

they have it, we've talked to them about it, and I think that my 13 

understanding is that they will get something to you although I 14 

have to say in the matter of the Smith Hall, the impact is so 15 

small that I mean, as you just said, it's very little- 16 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right, I think we all agree 17 

about that.  I just wanted to know if we should expect something 18 

from the Division of Transportation and I think we'll have 19 

additional submissions, and we'll ask staff to make contact, 20 

just so if they have some input that we get it.  Thank you. 21 

  The report of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 22 

2A, and Ms. Elliott, you know, because we did incorporate the 23 

record in the previous case, and to the extent that there's any 24 

sort of overlap between what you said last week and what you had 25 
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planned on saying, if you could just, you know, maybe eliminate 1 

the redundancies.  That would be helpful to us. 2 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Hopefully, this will take about 3 

three minutes, if that much. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 5 

  MS. ELLIOTT: I'm Elizabeth Elliott, Chair of ANC 6 

2A, Foggy Bottom West End Advisory Neighborhood Commission, and 7 

I'm here on the two projects, the proposed new facility and 8 

renovations, the terrace enclosure and the School for Business 9 

and Public Management, and I just want to again emphasize that 10 

we strenuously object to any references in either of these cases 11 

about the George Washington University Elliott school project, 12 

and I believe I've made enough objections about that tonight for 13 

you to be aware of. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We're aware of it. 15 

  MS. ELLIOTT: And I have not included the things 16 

that I included with the cases last week, and you can find those 17 

in your folders, our resolution.  As mentioned last Thursday, 18 

due to an inordinate number of projects and issues coming before 19 

the Commission for the past 11 months, we haven't had  time to 20 

prepare a report on these two projects, but we'll wrap them up 21 

and ask that the rules be waived, so we can include them with 22 

our report on the other two projects, which I believe is due 23 

January 2nd to the Commission. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes. 25 
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  MS. ELLIOTT: We also included our resolution 1 

conditionally supporting GW's two above-titled projects as part 2 

of a special meeting this coming Monday, December 17th.  ANC 2A 3 

will be revisiting our resolution on these projects and will 4 

submit our revised version with our report in January 2002, and 5 

hopefully, we'll correct the language as you requested, so that 6 

we are supporting these projects. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 8 

  MS. ELLIOTT: ANC 2A did receive the Office of 9 

Planning's report on these cases Monday, December 10th, and 10 

while we differ with OP's analysis and conclusions about GW's 11 

above-titled submissions, we do not oppose either project, and 12 

then the - charter, we'll hope you give us great weight in these 13 

matters, and thank you very much. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Any questions for 15 

Ms. Elliott from the Commission? 16 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Yes, Madame Chair, I have 17 

one question.  Ms. Elliott, are you familiar with the 18 

comprehensive plan?  You're familiar with the comp plan and the 19 

ward two plan- 20 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Yes. 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: In the Office of 22 

Planning's report, it references that part of the ward two 23 

element is to create and expand a center of knowledge of 24 

learning in the center of Washington.  Would you say that the 25 
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George Washington University is adhering to the ward two element 1 

in the comp plan?  And that's dealing with the extension of 2 

Funger Hall. 3 

  MS. ELLIOTT: With the extension of Funger Hall, 4 

it sounds like it, yes.  I would agree with that. 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.  Did I understand 6 

you to say that you all are changing your position, you have no 7 

objections, or you- 8 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Right, we disagree with some of the 9 

conclusions the Office of Planning has made on this, but we're 10 

in support of the projects. 11 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I guess I'm kind of 12 

confused.  I noticed that your - I thought, like I said, at 13 

another hearing, I thought that the letter was a letter of 14 

support until I got to Number 6. 15 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Right we're going to revisit that.  16 

As I said, we're going to have a special meeting, at which the 17 

resolution is going to be the topic.  I can't promise anything, 18 

but I'm hoping that we will make the language clear and that we 19 

vote on the resolution, and then it was rewritten and rephrased 20 

from the audio tape, so- 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.  Let me reference 22 

why I asked you about the comprehensive plan, because I know 23 

procedures in the city, each ward and how they do their elements 24 

and the participation and how it's done, and when I'm looking 25 
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here at the ward two element and the comprehensive plan and when 1 

it's talking about expanding the center of knowledge of 2 

learning, I see this as what the citizens have asked to be done. 3 

  I'm sure the input coming from those who 4 

participated in that process, so that was my question to you.  5 

Do you feel that George Washington is trying to adhere to 6 

something that the citizens have asked them to do?  And that's - 7 

but you answered it.  I wanted to clarify that you've answered 8 

my question.  You said yes, but I wanted to clarify my question 9 

to you. 10 

  MS. ELLIOTT: Well, I haven't - I can't speak for 11 

- because I haven't spoken to my constituents about this 12 

directly, I haven't asked them specifically about whether they 13 

are asking for this particular thing.  I mean, we've asked for a 14 

number of things from GW, and some we've gotten, and some we 15 

haven't.  I don't know if that makes it any clearer. 16 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I appreciate your 17 

candidness in your answer.  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Any other 19 

questions from the Commission?  Ms. Giordano, any questions?  20 

Thank you, Ms. Elliott.  Now, we'll move to persons in support, 21 

and I have two folks on the witness list, and I have one who is 22 

obviously ambivalent, Mrs. Miller, because she's a proponent and 23 

an opponent, and Mrs. Spillinger, how are you identifying 24 

yourself?  Okay, well then come on forward now.  Anyone else 25 
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wishing to testify in support? 1 

  MR. BERBER: George Washington has three students 2 

who have a brief statement to make in support. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, we'll have the students 4 

come up in a panel.  We'll have these two folks come up first. 5 

  MR. BERBER: Thank you. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 7 

  MR. BASTIDA: Madame Chairman, are these 8 

individuals or representing a group? 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mrs. Spillinger's 10 

representing the Foggy Bottom Association, and Mrs. Miller is an 11 

individual. 12 

  MR. BASTIDA: Thank you, Madame Chairman. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We're going to give you a 14 

total of three minutes, and you can divide your time as you see 15 

fit.  Would you like to go first?  No, no, Mrs. Miller gets a 16 

total of three.  You need to turn on the mike and identify 17 

yourself for the record when you begin. 18 

  MRS. SPILLINGER: Madame Chair and members of the 19 

Commission, I am Barbara Spillinger, Vice President of the Foggy 20 

Bottom Association.  I live at 2500 Virginia Avenue and have 21 

been a resident of Foggy Bottom West End since 1959. 22 

  It is my purpose to comment briefly on the two 23 

applications before you.  With reference to Zoning Commission 24 

Case Number 01-23CP encompassing the enclosure of two terraces 25 
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on the fourth floor of the Smith Hall, the Foggy Bottom 1 

Association does not object to this application, provided that 2 

the application is complete and in compliance with the dictates 3 

of the Board of Zoning Adjustment order of March 29th, see 4 

conditions 19 and 20, and Commissioner May tonight said that you 5 

had received from GW the compliance paper with the conditions. 6 

  As to Zoning Case 01-25CP, the application for 7 

Funger Hall, again, Foggy Bottom Association does not object 8 

specifically to the plans submitted.  FBA does, however, 9 

question yet another proposal for construction for academic 10 

purposes with no residence component when the comprehensive 11 

plan, the Office of Planning, numerous resolutions of the ANC 12 

and the sentiment of the community as a whole all focus on the 13 

need for additional on-campus student housing in order to 14 

mitigate the off-campus student population in Foggy Bottom West 15 

End. 16 

  The last paragraph of the Office of Planning 17 

memorandum of December 5 relative to this application, which 18 

should be read in its entirety, but from which I shall just 19 

quote the last two sentences, says, "Revised campus plan must be 20 

clear about future student housing locations on campus.  21 

Additional academic buildings should not be approved without 22 

being sure that sufficient space has been reserved on campus for 23 

future student housing to meet the requirements of the campus 24 

plan," and both Mr. Fondersmith and Mrs. McCarthy referred to 25 
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that this evening.  With that, we wholeheartedly agree. 1 

  There is just one other aspect to these 2 

applications and the two that were reviewed last week that I 3 

would like to call to the Commission's attention, and that is 4 

the traffic report that was submitted by GW on December 6th and 5 

again this evening. 6 

  We agree with Commissioner Hood's comment last 7 

week that it is inconceivable that the numerous additional 8 

construction projects planned and underway in Foggy Bottom West 9 

End, which will bring many more cars and many more people into 10 

the area would not have any adverse effect.  A new expanded and 11 

more detailed study of the entire affected area is desperately 12 

needed. 13 

  One thing that - another thing - matter that was 14 

commented on tonight that I did not have in my prepared speech 15 

were the mid-block crossings, which give the community some 16 

concern.  We think there's both a safety problem and an 17 

impediment to traffic, and we do not, at this point, support 18 

mid-block crossings.  Thank you. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Mrs. Miller?  You 20 

need to turn on the mike. 21 

  MRS. MILLER: Dorothy Miller, ANC 2A05.  Why does 22 

it make such a noise?  Basically, I don't disagree with the 23 

closing up the parts on Smith Center, but the problem is the 24 

traffic again, and the traffic report is very poor, and that I 25 
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have been working with the police to get 17 illegally parked 1 

cars across the street from where they're going to do this 2 

construction. 3 

  You cannot stop people from illegally parking 4 

during the rush hour.  The police have been trying for months.  5 

Now, if they're going to block off the other side of the street, 6 

you're not going to have a street, and I've got my written 7 

statement there, and I'm asking that an independent traffic 8 

study be done of this area, because Mr. Slade's traffic report 9 

leaves much to be desired, and when they talked about the cars 10 

going - being able to go to the Saint James, that's on 24th 11 

Street. 12 

  That street is only 42 feet wide.  That is the 13 

loading dock for the hospital, and they're going to have a man 14 

run out and stop the traffic every time a truck comes to unload, 15 

and if you think anybody's getting up and down that street, we 16 

got news for you, including the ambulances, and the other thing 17 

I asked the corporation counsel about the campus plan and these 18 

projects that were coming up.  He said everything stayed intact, 19 

except Number 9.  20 

  Now, I can't understand how these applications 21 

are coming that do not include dormitories, and I'd also like to 22 

say one other thing that I would appreciate if the reports could 23 

be made on time from the Office of Planning and from DPW. 24 

  We don't get a thing, we don't get half of the 25 
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things from the people, and when they come before us, they never 1 

bring us what you all are going to see until we get here, and 2 

it's very difficult for us to try to live within that framework 3 

of deception, and I have attached to both of my statements what 4 

is requested in the campus plan. 5 

  There are 19 conditions that are supposed to be 6 

met when they file a special exception, and I heard the other 7 

day when one of the commissioners asked that it was not there, 8 

and nor is it in these reports either, so I have made an 9 

attachment from the campus plan, the 19 things - I mean, the 10 

nine things they're supposed to include in every request, and I 11 

would appreciate in the future that the requests not be 12 

processed until those things are in, and we've had time to study 13 

them.  Thank you very much. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.  Any questions for 15 

Mrs. Miller? 16 

  MRS. MILLER: And I'm against Funger Hall, by the 17 

way, because that - one of the places we asked that it be 18 

residential, and the other spot that is vacant that he can park 19 

cars be residential, and the Kennedy Center is under 20 

construction, so there's no way you can get cars in and out of 21 

that place, and with all the construction that's going on around 22 

there, they were going to have the trucks- 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to summarize now. 24 

  MRS. MILLER: All right, they were going to have 25 
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the trucks at the hospital, parking - the street's been blocked 1 

for almost a year. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mrs. Miller.  Ms. 3 

Giordano, you have any questions for either of these folks?  4 

Thank you both for coming down. 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madame Chair, I have a 6 

question I wanted to ask either one.  The same question I asked 7 

about the comprehensive plan to Ms. Elliott, in the ward two 8 

element. 9 

  It references expanding the center of knowledge 10 

and learning in the center of Washington, and I was just ask - I 11 

want your opinion, do you think the George Washington University 12 

is trying to fall in compliance with the ward two element of the 13 

comp plan in which the citizens have great input in. I think 14 

this comes from the residents of ward two.  Turn your mike- 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to turn on the mike. 16 

  MRS. MILLER: I worked on the citizens proposal 17 

that we turned in and Jack Evans said oh, it's so poorly 18 

written, we had George Washington rewrite it, so if you think 19 

they're complying with what they wrote, they are a little bit, 20 

but not that much. 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: That wasn't exactly the 22 

answer I thought I was going to get, but thank you. 23 

  (Laughter.) 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think we're done now.  Oh, 25 
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would you like to respond to Mr. Hood's question? 1 

  MRS. SPILLINGER: I would, yes, please.  That is 2 

one very small part of the comprehensive plan which refers to 3 

ward two and GW's position, and there are many paragraphs in the 4 

comprehensive plan that say that GW must be sensitive to the 5 

community and prevent - and to its expansion into the community, 6 

and against expansion into the community, some of which were 7 

quoted in the OP report. 8 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I agree.  Where it says 9 

sensitive to the surrounding residential neighborhood, okay.  10 

Thank you. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you both.  Now we'll 12 

have the panel of students come forward.  Give your witness 13 

cards to the reporter before you sit down. 14 

  You'll each have three minutes, and you'll need 15 

to turn on the microphone in front of you, and only one mike on 16 

at a time, that's why we're getting some feedback, and when you 17 

begin speaking, please begin by identifying yourself for the 18 

record, and I'll let you all decide who goes first. 19 

  MS. GLASS: Good evening, my name is Gannon Glass, 20 

and I'm a senior, majoring in finance at the business school.  21 

At the business school, I'm involved in several activities.  One 22 

is I'm the executive editor of the undergraduate business school 23 

newspaper.  The second activity is that I'm a first year 24 

development program mentor. 25 
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  What the first year development program is, it 1 

enhances student's education and begins their career 2 

preparations when they come into the business school as 3 

freshmen. 4 

  An example of this is just this past month, I led 5 

my freshmen first year development students and the other 6 

mentors, David, who will speak also included, 450 of us walked 7 

to support efforts to calm back the homeless problem in D.C. for 8 

the Fannie Mae sponsored homeless walk.  In addition to walking, 9 

we raised over one thousand dollars for Martha's Table, a local 10 

soup kitchen. 11 

  Basically, I'll be brief.  The new School of 12 

Business and Public Management facility would benefit students 13 

in many ways.  First, our school's a community.  We have 14 

excellent students, faculty and staff who desire to learn from 15 

one another.  Unfortunately, with our current facility, we are 16 

forced to be located in buildings all over campus. 17 

  For example, I'm a finance major, but my finance 18 

professors are located in the one building, and my core business 19 

professors are located in another, but my undergraduate 20 

newspaper office is located in a third, and there is no real 21 

sense of community or a common building to congregate in. 22 

  Second is that currently our teachers can't 23 

multimedia in the classroom.  We have two rooms that have a 24 

computer in them so we could have PowerPoint presentations.  The 25 
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rest of the rooms have  either a chalkboard or an overhead 1 

projector, and we're moving into the future of technology. 2 

  We're coming out of the business school, and 3 

we're still writing on the chalkboard for our presentations and 4 

maybe using the overhead projector. 5 

So, we are expected by our future employers to know how to use 6 

all this technology, but we're not even getting it in the 7 

classroom. 8 

  Last is just the general space problem. In the 9 

business school, we work in teams in most of our classes.  This 10 

semester, I have four different teams that I'm working with, and 11 

my team is forced to meet in my apartment on campus, and it's 12 

fine, but we would really like to be able to meet in the 13 

business school at a facility that has computers where our 14 

faculty and our professors are, and not be forced to meet at my 15 

apartment or outside in a hallway before a class. 16 

  Also, in the classroom, teachers encourage 17 

teamwork, group projects and we can't really - in our classrooms 18 

facilitate this because we can't even move our desks together to 19 

work together, and the new building would have lounges for us to 20 

meet in, different meeting rooms.  We would have some extra 21 

student offices for different student programs to work out of, 22 

and it would really be great. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to summarize now. 24 

  MS. GLASS: Okay, I just ask you to consider the 25 
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students when you make your decision because we'd really like 1 

the new facility. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Glass. 3 

  MR. WATERMAN: Why don't I just finish off what 4 

Gannon said just to drive home a couple of points.  My name is 5 

David Waterman.  I'm a sophomore, and I'm in the undergraduate 6 

school.  I am in support, in case you had any question about the 7 

addition to Funger Hall. 8 

  I also - one of the things I work with is the 9 

undergraduate program's community service program, which brings 10 

students to interact with the community to do volunteer work.  11 

The limitations of our current facility are really evident when 12 

I talk to my peers in other schools within George Washington 13 

University and in other top schools around the country. 14 

  Currently, our students really only learn, as 15 

Gannon said, from the chalkboard, from lectures, from books, and 16 

our bare bones classrooms and technological limitations really 17 

prevent us from experiencing the important situations and 18 

simulations, data analyses, etcetera. 19 

  The space in computer labs, it can't be 20 

minimized.  Classes compete with other classes, which compete 21 

with students for the limited space we have, and it all limits 22 

students' abilities to do in-depth business research and prepare 23 

presentations, which are critical to our education. 24 

  As several people have mentioned, the current 25 
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disconnect between the different departments of the University - 1 

excuse me, of the business school are really twofold in their 2 

negativity.  First of all, the ability - it really undercuts the 3 

students' ability to find the appropriate people and get 4 

consistent information and second, the business school students 5 

are really not able to be steeped in a concentrated business 6 

environment.  We're not surrounded by business and educational 7 

technology, and this really hurts how much we know about the 8 

business world. 9 

  We're - as Gannon mentioned, we are consistently 10 

unable to find space to lead student programs.  These programs 11 

are really designed to further GW students, business students' 12 

education by getting them outside the borders of GW, getting 13 

them into the community and experiencing it that way.  14 

  Really centralizing the School of Business and 15 

Public Management into a single technologically competitive 16 

facility guarantees greater efficiency and a higher learning.  17 

It really positively reflects on the community. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That was your one-minute 19 

warning. 20 

  MR. WATERMAN: Okay.  The school would really be - 21 

I don't want to minimize the position of the D.C. residents, but 22 

also just referring to D.C. businesses, it would really serve as 23 

a cornerstone for employment and research and really will 24 

furthermore present D.C. as a prime resource and a prime 25 
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educator of business school students, top individuals in the 1 

business world.  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. 3 

  MR. HODGE: Hi, my name is Andy Hodge, and I'm a 4 

graduate student in the MBA program at the George Washington 5 

University.  Currently, I'm the President of the MBA 6 

Association, and I'm also the operations manager of the 7 

entrepreneurship program.  8 

  I've got a nice little write-up that I was going 9 

to talk about, but I'm going to make this as brief as possible, 10 

because I don't want to reiterate what my fellow students have 11 

said. 12 

  This building, I think, represents the most 13 

important move for the School of Business in probably the last 14 

several decades.  My fellow students talked about 15 

competitiveness and so forth and the facilities and so forth.  16 

We need to be able to attract better students, better faculty 17 

and need the resources to do so, and this building represents 18 

exactly that. 19 

  I would characterize in a couple of words what 20 

the current situation is by getting by.  That's what we're doing 21 

right now, and as everyone knows, getting by just doesn't cut it 22 

in business today.  We need to be able to have classrooms that 23 

have constant Internet access and NetWare access.  We need 24 

multimedia facilities and so forth. 25 
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  Currently, like I said, I'm the President of the 1 

MBA Association - 500 student member organization - I don't even 2 

have an office, we don't even have an office, which is unheard 3 

of in top-notch MBA programs.  I'm involved in the 4 

entrepreneurship program where we literally work with hundreds 5 

of D.C.-based organizations, small businesses and there's four 6 

of us working out of one office. 7 

  We're cramped in there, we need more space, we 8 

need this building, and I think that this building is a logical 9 

step in the progress of the entrepreneurship program, School of 10 

Business, and the University in general and Washington, D.C. as 11 

a whole.  Thank you for your time. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hodge.  Just 13 

hold your seats for a minute.  We'll see if anybody has any 14 

questions.  Any questions from the Commission?  Any questions?  15 

Any questions, Ms. Elliott? 16 

  I feel like I'm having a little flashback to my 17 

own MBA days.  It's nice to have three very articulate students 18 

come down, and we wish you a lot of success.  Thank you. 19 

  Ms. Giordano, any rebuttal or closing statement? 20 

  MS. GIORDANO: In closing, we are prepared and 21 

willing to submit whatever additional documentation the 22 

Commission needs.  We're not in a crisis mode here.  We need to 23 

ask for expedited action, and we would like to also receive a 24 

copy of the ANC submission and respond to that within a time 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 83 

frame that the Zoning Commission sets.  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Certainly.  Thank you.  Mr. 2 

Bastida, would you like to give us our time lines? 3 

  MR. BASTIDA: Madame Chairman, before I do that, 4 

can we go through what the Commission has requested and see what 5 

will be a reasonable time table to request from the applicant 6 

because it would have to be served on the ANC and then the ANC 7 

will have to take an action and so, in order to do that, I would 8 

like to start with the first time frame and know exactly what 9 

we're going to request.  I have prepared a list- 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. 11 

  MR. BASTIDA: -but I'm sure you have even a better 12 

one, so if you want to go ahead or you want me to go ahead. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Why don't you go ahead?  14 

We'll just do that for a change. 15 

  MR. BASTIDA: Thank you.  First this is a point of 16 

clarification.  The applicant provide copies of two interior 17 

perspectives.  Are those in the record?  Okay, so- 18 

  MS. GIORDANO: We'll submit reduced copies of 19 

those. 20 

  MR. BASTIDA: Right. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Can we also get copies of 22 

these? 23 

  MR. BASTIDA: That's what I'm asking also. 24 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, these? 25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 84 

  MS. GIORDANO: 8 ? by 11- 1 

  MR. BASTIDA: I'm going to ask the Smith  Hall - 2 

the perspectives that were given on boards, that those- 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: These are photographs. 4 

  MR. BASTIDA: But a photograph- 5 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anything that we were shown 6 

that was on a board that hasn't been submitted, we'd like to get 7 

a copy. 8 

  MR. BASTIDA: Right.  Are the traffic boards on 9 

the record? 10 

  MS. GIORDANO: Yes.  They're all in the traffic 11 

study. 12 

  MR. BASTIDA: Okay, thank you. We don't need that. 13 

 Mr. Hood had requested a perspective of existing building 14 

Funger Hall without the addition.  Ms. Mitten requested a 15 

clarification on the penthouse location on the proposed and 16 

existing building. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let me just clarify that.  18 

We're going to get a revised Drawing Number A107 for the Funger 19 

Hall addition, and then we're also going to get an additional 20 

submission toward the applicant meeting their burden of proof 21 

about the core location in the Funger Hall addition, vis-a-vis 22 

the Penthouse setback.  So, two things related to that. 23 

  MR. BASTIDA: Okay, thank you.  Also, there is a 24 

request for a contextual depiction of the proposed building vis-25 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 85 

a-vis the rest of the campus and especially across the street 1 

also. 2 

  MS. GIORDANO: 23rd Street? 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, actually, I think to 4 

see the context, we need to see all- 5 

  MR. BASTIDA: Architecturally, but also across the 6 

street from the existing building.  The other one is not really 7 

a submission, but the University - you'll notice that a 8 

dormitory master plan will be required prior to any further 9 

processing of a non-dorm building. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I also had - and this I 11 

probably should have piggybacked on the earlier item.  I think 12 

Mr. Ball was also going to provide a little bit more discussion 13 

about the reasons for placing the emergency generator and the 14 

chiller outside the penthouse. 15 

  MR. BERBER: Could I go back to the previous- 16 

  MR. BASTIDA: That is not a submission.  It's just 17 

making sure that it's on the record that that is the intent of - 18 

the Commission will be looking at that, and then when the 19 

Commission makes a decision, it might be put on the order, and 20 

it might not. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Are you making reference to 22 

the Office of Planning report at the end that suggests that not 23 

for these cases, but once the plan is finalized, that there be 24 

this additional - these additional submissions that show the 25 
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sort of long-term plan of the University to meet their housing 1 

requirements?  Is that what you're- 2 

  MR. BASTIDA: That is correct, Madame Chairman. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Does that help clarify it for 4 

you? 5 

  MR. BERBER: I think so. I just wanted to make 6 

sure I understood you.  You said it was not for this case, but 7 

the idea is at a certain point before another case comes up 8 

that's not residential- 9 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, I think the point in 10 

the Office of Planning report is they wanted us to take note of 11 

the fact that we're in this in- between stage at the moment, and 12 

the in-between stage will end at some point, and the 13 

expectations will change.  I think that was the point.  Do you 14 

have any disagreement with that? 15 

  MR. BERBER: No, I'm just not sure what the 16 

requirement is- 17 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: There isn't any requirement 18 

as it relates to this. 19 

  MR. BERBER: All right, I appreciate that, thank 20 

you. 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madame Chair, I just need 22 

clarification.  The issue that we're speaking of now, that Ms. 23 

McCarthy brought up, that's an outstanding issue, because the 24 

other part of the order has already been approved.  Am I 25 
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correct? At least that's the testimony I got today from Mr. 1 

Ball. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, that's basically 3 

correct, yes. 4 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, so that's an 5 

outstanding issue. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right, there is - at the 7 

moment, because the order hasn't been finalized as it relates to 8 

Condition 9, everything else is in place, but Condition 9, and 9 

that's the housing requirement.  It basically doesn't exist at 10 

the moment. 11 

  MR. BASTIDA: My concern, Madame Chairman, is that 12 

the order might be in place prior to your decision meeting. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, they made application 14 

in the limbo period, so I think- 15 

  MR. BASTIDA: No, but I'm not talking that it 16 

would affect these four cases, but it could affect your decision 17 

for putting the University on notice that certain things will 18 

have to be complied with- 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think they're on notice 20 

now, and we'll give them some written notice too. 21 

  (Laughter.)  22 

  MR. BERBER: We're not sure of notice, though, 23 

thank you. 24 

  MR. BASTIDA: I am finding that redundance many 25 
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times is very important. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.  Okay, and then another 2 

thing that I would just ask you, Mr. Bastida, to follow up with 3 

the Division of Transportation to see if they're going to be 4 

providing a report within the time frame that you specify. 5 

  MR. BASTIDA: Okay. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So, what's the time frame 7 

going to be? 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Before - can I add one thing to 9 

the list? 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Sure. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: With regard to the parking 12 

plan, we have this list of existing parking, and the off-campus 13 

parking inventory.  Can we get a campus map or plan or something 14 

that indicates where these other locations are? 15 

  MR. BERBER: Yes. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY: Thanks. 17 

  MR. BASTIDA: Before I set a date, how long is it 18 

going to take to the University to produce these drawings - what 19 

I was trying to do, Madame Chairman, is to see if I can 20 

piggyback everything and have the same time table and the 21 

Commission might be able to make the decision of the same 22 

meeting, and that way, you'll have all the contextual 23 

information for the four cases. 24 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, well, I think just 25 
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to throw this into the mix, I think Ms. Elliott had indicated 1 

that their revised resolution and any submissions that they were 2 

going to make would be completed by January 2nd, so if we have 3 

that as a target date in the other case, so if you can work with 4 

that. 5 

  MS. GIORDANO: Yes. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, it looks like January 7 

2, 2002. 8 

  MR. BASTIDA: Right, but the University will have 9 

to provide those submissions to the ANC in a timely fashion, so 10 

the ANC could, in fact- 11 

  MS. GIORDANO: We'll hand deliver them. 12 

  MR. BASTIDA: Yes, but when are you proposing on 13 

doing that? 14 

  MS. GIORDANO: The same day that we submit them, 15 

January 2nd, is that- 16 

  MR. BASTIDA: No, we need to have it within a 17 

week. 18 

  MS. GIORDANO: Oh, okay, I thought they would have 19 

another seven days. 20 

  MR. BASTIDA: No.  Forgive me, but the idea was 21 

for you to submit it maybe within a week to the Commission and 22 

to the ANC, so the ANC has enough time to take it at the January 23 

2nd meeting.  Then you will have time to respond to it by 24 

January 7th, and also conclusion - finding of facts and 25 
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conclusion of law will be due January 7th, and all these 1 

submissions has to be submitted by 12 noon. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You know, because we're not - 3 

you're not in a hurry- 4 

  MS. GIORDANO: I think it's tight with the 5 

holiday- 6 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, let's give ourselves 7 

some breathing room, so- 8 

  MR. BASTIDA: Okay, then we can it for the 9 

February meeting. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. 11 

  MR. BASTIDA: And then you are- 12 

  MR. BERBER: Could you just give us one second to 13 

conference for a second? 14 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Absolutely. 15 

  MR. BERBER: Madame Chair, we would like - I think 16 

we can have our submissions and materials that you identified by 17 

a week from tomorrow, the 21st of December and so that the ANC 18 

could have it in time for their January 2nd meeting. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: They're not having a meeting 20 

on January 2nd. 21 

  MR. BERBER: Their submission, I'm sorry, their 22 

submission. 23 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.  Okay, so the 24 

University will submit the materials that we outlined by the 25 
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21st of December by 12 noon in the office next door, and then 1 

the ANC will have until January 2nd for responses, is that 2 

correct? 3 

  MR. BASTIDA: That is correct. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And make sure you're on the 5 

mike when you respond. 6 

  MR. BASTIDA: Thank you, and that is correct, 7 

Madame Chairman. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, and then I assume 9 

there's going to be an additional opportunity for GW to respond 10 

to the ANC- 11 

  MR. BASTIDA: Yes, by Monday, January the 7th at 12 12 

noon, and then finding of facts and conclusions of law are also 13 

due at that time, and I will then keep the record open for DPW's 14 

submission also for the 21st. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right, okay, so that the 16 

University would also have the opportunity to respond to that- 17 

  MR. BASTIDA: Right, and the ANC, and I will 18 

advise them of that tomorrow morning. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is that all clear?  All 20 

right, I think we're ready to - any questions, anyone unclear 21 

about anything?  You can clear it up with Mr. Bastida 22 

afterwards, Mrs. Miller. 23 

  All right, ladies and gentlemen, the other 24 

members of the Commission, I wish to thank you for your 25 
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participation in this hearing, and I'm not going to run through 1 

the schedule that we just outlined, but anyone who would like to 2 

follow this case more completely and find out when it's 3 

scheduled for a decision meeting can contact staff to find out 4 

whether or not it's on a particular agenda.  I now declare this 5 

public hearing closed. 6 

  (Whereupon, the foregoing public hearing was 7 

concluded at 8:48 p.m.) 8 
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